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Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 

Twenty-Second Session of the United Nations General Assembly concerning 

the Draft Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic, having noted with 

great interest the Draft Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

submitted by the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament to the United 

Nations General Assembly, expresses its approval of that draft treaty. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic proceeds from the 

fact that a treaty based on that draft would ban the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons in any form and would establish basic principles for an effective 

control of the obligations arising from the treaty. Thus the world-wide 

spreading of the nuclear arms race would be halted and a further augmenta¬ 

tion of the danger of a nuclear war prevented. The Treaty on the Non- 

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons creates favourable conditions for efforts to 

be taken with a view to general and complete disarmament. 

In giving its approval to the draft treaty, the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic is mindful especially of the fact that this treaty would 

be conformable to the efforts undertaken by the peoples to safeguard secu¬ 

rity in Europe and the world over, because it puts a stop to the endeavour 

of the government of the West German Federal Republic at getting access to 

nuclear weapons. 

Nuclear weapons in the hands of that government, which is bent on 

changing the status quo in Europe, would augment the danger of a third 

world war, i.e. a war in which nuclear missiles would be brought into action, 

to an incalculable extent. Experience gained from two world wars proves 

that the German imperialists have always combined their war preparations 

with efforts to come into possession of the most up-to-date arms. Whereas, 

before World War I they sought possession of long-range guns and poison- 

gas, and tanks and airplanes before World War II, the present government of 

the West German Federal Republic is now seeking to get nuclear weapons in 

order to carry through its policy. The history of two world wars shows that 

the German imperialists, once in possession of such arms, unscrupulously use 

them to achieve their ends. But, all the devastation and disaster brought 

about by two world wars would not compare with those which would come 
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in the wake of a third attempt to change the status quo in Europe and imple¬ 

ment the claim to hegemony of West German imperialism, an attempt which 

would doubtlessly involve the use of nuclear weapons. 

For years the West German government has made unrelenting efforts to 

get access to nuclear weapons by various means and methods. Exploiting the 

scientific-technological progress achieved in West Germany, the West Ger¬ 

man government is preparing to manufacture nuclear weapons of its own. It 

urges the establishment of a “European Atomic Strike Force" in which it 

would have the deciding influence. It forges nuclear plots with the Republic 

of South Africa and Israel. 

That ist why the government of the West German Federal Republic is a 

most vehement opponent to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons, just because it is to bar access to nuclear weapons. 

Ever new objections are to delay the conclusion of the treaty and even¬ 

tually wreck it completely. For this the West German government openly 

and secretly solicits the support of other states. 

Speaking before the West German Bundestag on 2 April 1968, the West 

German Federal Chancellor ventured to insinuate that the present draft 

treaty would not guarantee "the vital interests of the signatories". However, 

the vital interests of the peoples are not at all threatened by an effective non¬ 

proliferation treaty, but rather by the policy of the West German government 

which is aimed at changing the status quo in Europe, and by the efforts it is 

making in this connection with a view to preventing a non-proliferation 

treaty from being brought about. In view of this threat the vital interests of 

the peoples make it imperative that the treaty be concluded soon. 

With a view to deceiving the international public on its opposition to the 

treaty, the West German government claims it had already renounced 

nuclear weapons. In 1954, when the manufacture in West Germany of 

nuclear weapons was not possible anyhow, the West German government 

had only declared it would not manufacture nuclear weapons on its own 

territory. No renunciation has ever been declared of the acquisition, manu¬ 

facture abroad, possession or sharing in the control of nuclear weapons. 

West German Federal Chancellor Kiesinger directly confirmed this on 

17 February 1967. The "renunciation" declared in 1954 was aimed only and 

solely at evading the clear and comprehensive arms interdictions, as laid 

down in the Potsdam Agreement and other allied agreements for Germany, 

in order to make remilitarization in West Germany possible. Significantly, 

as has been admitted by the Arms Control Office of the Western European 

Union, it has never been verified whether or not this "renunciation" has been 

observed. The "renunciation" declared in 1954 is by no means an obstacle 

for the West German government to getting access to nuclear weapons. 
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Whereas the Government of the German Democratic Republic supports 

the early conclusion of the present draft treaty, thus being in full agreement 

with the vital interests of the citizens of the German Democratic Republic 

and the demands of the overwhelming majority of the West German popula¬ 

tion as well, the government of the West German Federal Republic steps up 

its obstructionist policy against the treaty, even after the closure of the 

negotiations of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic hopes that the 

United Nations General Assembly will soon conclude its deliberations with 

an appeal to all states urging them to sign the present treaty and make 

possible its early entry into force. In view of the danger of the spreading of 

nuclear weapons which increases from day to day, and in view of the extra¬ 

ordinary efforts the West German government is making to get access to 

nuclear weapons, any retardation of the conclusion of the treaty can frustrate 

the efforts of the peoples for the prohibition of the spreading of nuclear 

weapons. Any retardation, therefore, would serve only those who try to 

prevent the conclusion of the treaty. 

A great service would be rendered to the cause of peace and the security 

of the peoples if 1968 became the year in which the Treaty on the Non- 

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is concluded. The Government of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic is prepared and determined to make its contribu¬ 

tion to the attainment of this goal. 

Berlin, 11 April 1968 



Statement of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Otto Winzer, on the occasion of the signing of the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in Moscow on 1 July 1968 

The Council of State and the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic 

Republic have approved the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons because they consider its conclusion to be one of the most impor¬ 

tant measures for guaranteeing world peace. The fact that the protracted 

and complicated negotiations about the Treaty reached a successful conclu¬ 

sion goes to the credit of the far-sighted and persevering policy of the Soviet 

Union and the other socialist states. 

On today's solemn occasion I would convey the gratitude of the Govern¬ 

ment of the German Democratic Republic and its people for this to the Gov¬ 

ernment of the USSR and its diplomacy. The creation of a stable peace 

system primarily requires that brakes be put on nuclear armament and that 

an understanding be reached on further disarmament measures. 

As representative of the socialist state of the German nation I feel obliged 

to state at this act of worldhistoric importance: Unified imperialist Germany 

caused and triggered off two world wars. Her ruling forces and the military 

prepared their aggressions with the most modern weapons in each case. 

Today, there are two German states. The German Democratic Republic is 

the only one of them to have fulfilled the commitments that arose for it from 

the Potsdam Agreement, the only one to make a responsible effort not to 

permit a new war starting from German soil again. 

Footing on this awareness of its responsibility and its will to peace, the 

German Democratic Republic unconditionally declares itself to be for the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Every concentration of nuclear weapons 

on German soil harbours immeasurable dangers for both German states, for 

densely-populated Europe as a whole and, beyond that, for the whole world. 

That is why we expect the other German state, whose commitments from the 

Potsdam Agreement are the same as those of the German Democratic Re¬ 

public despite its different political and social system, also to accede to the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty without delay and without any depreciat¬ 

ing conditions. 

The German Democratic Republic desires and suggests that the two Ger- 
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man states conclude an internationally binding agreement whose objective it 

is to exclude the stockpiling of nuclear arms in their territories. Such an 

understanding would be an effective peace service which the two German 

states could do the nations of Europe, mankind and world peace in the spirit 

of the preamble of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic is prepared to do so at any time. 



Statement ot the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 

18-Nation Disarmament Committee 

I 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the resump¬ 

tion of the negotiations of the 18-Nation Committee on Disarmament and 

congratulates the Committee on its success, the conclusion of the Treaty on 

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. It expresses its expectation that 

in its further activities the Committee will soon arrive at new favourable 

results suitable to contribute to a relaxation of tension and the consolidation 

of peace. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic attaches extraordi¬ 

narily great importance to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons, which had been drafted by the 18-Nation Committee on Disarma¬ 

ment and was approved by the Twenty-Second Session of the UN General 

Assembly. A consistent fulfilment of that Treaty will reduce the danger of a 

nuclear war devastating the world and facilitate and foster steps towards 

arms restrictions and disarmament. It will thus also encourage the introduc¬ 

tion of a system of collective security in Europe and an assured international 

order of peace. 

Proceeding from this, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

was one of the first to sign the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons. At the same time the Council of State and the Government of the 

German Democratic Republic expressed the expectation that the government 

of the West German Federal Republic would accede to the Treaty, too. The 

West German Federal Republic, however, is delaying signing it and thus 

pursues obviously political and military aims. 

The conclusion of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 

which explicitly provides for further negotiations on effective disarmament 

moves, has opened up new, favourable possibilities for specific measures in 

this field. The proposals made by the Government of the USSR in its memo¬ 

randum on some urgent steps towards the cessation of the arms race and dis¬ 

armament does outstanding justice to these possibilities. The Government of 

the German Democratic Republic, at its session on 17 July 1968, fully 
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approved of the memorandum of the Government of the USSR and would 

also like to tell the 18-Nation Committee on Disarmament that it will strongly 

support the steps proposed therein for arms restrictions and disarmament, in 

particular nuclear disarmament. It considers that the implementation of this 

disarmament programme is suitable for relieving mankind from the night¬ 

mare of a nuclear war and expresses the conviction that the 18-Nation Com¬ 

mittee on Disarmament will pay due attention to those proposals. 

II 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic sees it as its most 

pressing national task and international duty to prevent war from ever again 

starting from German soil. In view of the fact that the border between the 

two German states is also the main line of the confrontation of the world's 

two most powerful military coalitions, the vital interests of the peoples make 

it incumbent on the governments of the two German states to stand resolu¬ 

tely for both world-wide and regional disarmament and actively support all 

steps directed at that end. 

Accordingly, the Government of the German Democratic Republic has at 

all times supported suggestions for a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central 

Europe and itself has suggested the conclusion of arrangements between the 

governments of the two German states on the renunciation of access to 

nuclear weapons in any form. 

The establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Europe, which 

should include the two German states, is all the more important since the 

government of the West German Federal Republic strives for a change of 

the status quo in Europe and calls for a conquest of areas of other states thus 

creating ever new dangerous tension. The establishment of a nuclear-weapon- 

free zone in Central Europe would do away with a danger of tension and 

explosion, and favourable prerequisites would be created for guaranteeing 

security in Europe. A step of this kind would be in accord with the view 

expressed in the memorandum of the Government of the USSR that "the 

obligation to set up nuclear-weapon-free zones can be assumed not only by 

groups of states which cover entire continents or large geographical areas 

but also by smaller groups of states or even individual states". 

Nowadays the resistance of the West German government to these sugges¬ 

tions not only makes it impossible to form a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 

Central Europe but also hampers the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free 

zones in Northern Europe, the Balkans, the Mediterranean and the Danube 

area. The signing also by the West German Federal Republic of the Treaty 

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which the German Democratic 

Republic has already signed, and the renunciation of nuclear weapons in any 
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form would remove a major obstacle to the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free 

area in Europe extending from the North Cape down to Sicily. It would open 

up prospects of far-reaching importance for safeguarding peace both in 

Europe and the world over. To reach an understanding on the establishment 

of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Europe would also make it easier 

for the non-nuclear states to get a guarantee from the nuclear powers pre¬ 

cluding the employment of nuclear weapons against those participating in 

nuclear-weapon-free zones in Europe. 

The government of the West German Federal Republic, however, stub¬ 

bornly opposes the implementation of such a plan for peace and security. It 

refuses to conclude treaties with the German Democratic Republic which are 

valid in international law because it wants to have a free hand to commit 

aggressive acts contrary to international law. Therefore, it also opposes the 

establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Europe with the two 

German states participating in that zone and is looking for ways and means 

to set up obstacles to the implementation of the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera¬ 

tion of Nuclear Weapons. 

Ill 
The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons drafted by the 

18-Nation Committee on Disarmament has by now been signed by about 

70 states, among them military allies of West Germany. But the West Ger¬ 

man Federal Republic delays signing. West German Federal Chancellor 

Dr. Kurt Georg Kiesinger formulated the motives behind that behaviour as 

follows: 

“What makes the position of the Federal Republic differ from those of 

other states is that we must overcome what is called the status quo. That is to 

say that to overcome the status quo is one of our binding tasks. This is not 

true of other countries." (Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der 

Bundesregierung, Bonn, 18 July 1968) 

Thus the West German Federal Republic dissociates itself from the policies 

of all other states. What makes it differ from other states is that it is the 

only state in Europe which does not recognise the territorial status quo and 

wants to revise it, by force if necessary. Therefore it seeks to gain control 

over nuclear weapons and opposes the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

The government of the West German Federal Republic tries to cover up 

its attitude vis-a-vis the Treaty by saying it renounced nuclear weapons as 

long ago as 1954. But Federal Chancellor Kiesinger said already on 17 Febru¬ 

ary 1967 that that “renunciation" referred only to “producing nuclear weap¬ 

ons on our own territory". He added: 

“This new Treaty . . . renounces much more, thus the somewhat theoretical 
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case of producing nuclear weapons on territories of other countries or with 

these other countries or this other country; it also renounces the acceptance 

of nuclear weapons which one of the existing nuclear powers would perhaps 

be ready to give us. And it is also clear that, legally, the obligation goes far 

beyond that. . ." (Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der Bundes- 

regierung, Bonn, 21 February 1967) 

That means that the government of the West German Federal Republic has 

never really renounced nuclear weapons and even today does not want to, 

but seeks access to nuclear weapons and prepares for their production-alone 

or with other countries. Speaking of those “other countries" the West Ger¬ 

man government has in mind mainly the Republic of South Africa and 

Israel, i.e., states with which it has cooperated in the nuclear field for years. 

The West German Federal Republic's resistance to the Treaty on the Non- 

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is especially directed against the Treaty's 

provisions on the control of fissionable material. The Treaty provides for a 

uniform and universal control in accordance with the Statute of the Inter¬ 

national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and its safeguards system. This 

system is well-tested and has proved effective. It is applied by quite a 

number of states to the full satisfaction of the participants. 

But the West German Federal Republic wants to avoid that uniform inter¬ 

national control exercised by the United Nations. It insists on the control 

being exercised in the Federal Republic by the European Atomic Energy 

Community (EURATOM). EURATOM, however, is nothing but a select 

group of six NATO members among which the West German Federal Repub¬ 

lic strives for domination. So control by EURATOM would finally boil down 

to self-control by the Federal Republic and the preclusion of a genuine and 

trustworthy international control. 

This attitude of the government of the West German Federal Republic is 

only admitting the conclusion that it wants to continue its preparations 

-which are already in an advanced stage-for the domestic production of 

nuclear weapons, undisturbed by genuine and effective control. 

The government of the West German Federal Republic considers the crea¬ 

tion of a so-called European Nuclear Force another way of gaining access to 

nuclear weapons. West German Federal Chancellor Kiesinger said on this 

question: 

"For me the most interesting aspect of the Non-Proliferation Treaty has 

always been the European one ... In my opinion a united Europe must be in 

a position to do for its defence what is necessary for a formation of that kind, 

i.e., it must be free also to decide about its armament." (Bulletin des Presse- 

und Informationsamtes der Bundesregierung, Bonn, 18 July 1968) 

The West German government proceeds from the idea that a Western 
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European nuclear force would enable the Federal Republic to give emphasis 

to its aggressive aims to change the territorial status quo and the frontiers in 

Europe. 

In all that, the government of the West German Federal Republic seeks 

to give a need for "increased security" as one of the reasons for its resistance 

to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. But nobody 

threatens the security of the Federal Republic. The peoples of Europe are 

threatened solely by the Federal Republic and its striving for control over 

nuclear weapons. The security for the peoples of Europe requires the renun¬ 

ciation by the two German states of access to nuclear weapons in any form. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic, which is always 

guided by the idea that it is the moral and legal duty of the two German 

states to make special efforts in the sphere of disarmament and the restric¬ 

tion of the arms race, renews and reaffirms its proposals that 

-the government of the West German Federal Republic should abandon its 

opposition to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and 

sign the Treaty without delay and without reservations; 

-the two German states should join a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central 

Europe; and 

-the governments of the two German states should actively support the pro- 

posals-now before the 18-Nation Committee on Disarmament-on some 

urgent steps towards the cessation of the arms race and disarmament. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic assures the 18-Na¬ 

tion Committee on Disarmament of its readiness to take part, within the 

scope of its capacities, in the implementation of these tasks and to do full 

justice to its responsibilities towards the German nation and the peoples of 

the world. 

Berlin, 19 August 1968 



Memorandum of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to 

the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has followed with 

interest the proceedings to date of the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon 

States. It takes the liberty to set forth its views on a number of questions 

being discussed at the Conference. 

I 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic has, from the very 

beginning and to the best of its abilities, supported the conclusion of the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and was among the 

first signatories. It has been guided by the basic consideration that, following 

the treaties on the cessation of nuclear-weapon tests in three mediums and 

the ban on the use of outer space for military purposes, this Treaty consti¬ 

tutes a further, most essential step towards ending the arms race. 

In the view of the Government of the German Democratic Republic, agree¬ 

ment in international law on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons repre¬ 

sents a decisive security factor for every Party to the Treaty. 

Since, today, as many as about 20 states could be in a position, owing 

to their industrial development, to produce nuclear weapons, and since the 

number of these countries is constantly increasing, atomic armament by yet 

another non-nuclear-weapon state would set off a chain reaction involving 

higher risks, greater insecurity and the grave danger of a nuclear world war 

breaking out. 

The greater the number of states acceding to the Treaty, the greater the 

benefit flowing from it for the preservation of world peace. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is firmly convinced 

that the implementation of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons will lead to a considerable improvement in the situation in Europe 

and is indispensable for guaranteeing security on this continent. 

Europe is not only run through by the dividing line between the two most 

powerful military alliances, whose collision would entail a thermo-nuclear 

world war: it is also this continent that contains most of the states which. 
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due to their technological and scientific level of development and their finan¬ 

cial resources, are most likely to be in a position to produce nuclear weap¬ 

ons. The use of such weapons in this densely populated continent would 

have the most devastating consequences for all peoples. 

Consequently, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

also corresponds to the real national interests of the peoples in the German 

Democratic Republic and the West German Federal Republic. Therefore, the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic regards the signing and 

ratification of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as 

an exercise of its sovereignty in the interests of the security of its own people 

and of peace for all peoples. 

If attempts to prevent a nuclear war by means of arms limitation and dis¬ 

armament were to fail, the physical existence of numerous peoples and states 

would be threatened. 

As a state of the German nation, the German Democratic Republic is 

acting in accordance with its obligations for peace in Europe, which obliga¬ 

tions both German states have in terms of the agreements of the anti-Hitler 

coalition. 

This legal duty requires both German states to support the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and any other measure promoting 

disarmament and security in Europe. 

II 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will contribute 

directly to the security of the participating states. Furthermore, it contains 

legally binding aims and intentions aimed at further measures to limit arma¬ 

ment and achieve complete disarmament, and to deepen peaceful interna¬ 

tional cooperation. Therefore, there is an urgent concern to bring the Treaty 

into force and make it effective as soon as possible. 

In this connection the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

welcomes the programme of arms limitation and disarmament submitted in 

a memorandum to all states early in July 1968 by the Union of Soviet Social¬ 

ist Republics, which is now up for discussion before the Eighteen-Nation 

Committee on Disarmament. The memorandum contains significant pro¬ 

posals such as prohibition of underground nuclear weapon tests, limitation 

and subsequent reduction of the means of delivery of strategic weapons, a 

convention banning the use of nuclear weapons, the establishment of nuclear- 

weapon-free zones, and the reduction and elimination of stockpiles of nuclear 

weapons. The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers 

that these proposals are the necessary and realistic approach to the targets 

set out in the non-proliferation treaty regarding further steps towards com- 
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plete and general disarmament, and thus towards improving the security 

guarantees for all signatories. 

The establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Europe would 

be of particular importance for guaranteeing European security. The Gov¬ 

ernment of the German Democratic Republic has always backed all propo¬ 

sals to this effect and has repeatedly proposed that the governments of both 

German states should conclude agreements on the renunciation of nuclear 

weapons. It therefore rejects the statement which West German Foreign 

Minister Brandt made on 3 September 1968, saying that it was true that 

nuclear-weapon-free zones in Latin America or Africa should be welcomed 

whereas, in Central Europe, the creation of such a zone would be too "diffi¬ 

cult”. While supporting the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on 

the various continents, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

emphatically reiterates the demand that both German states renounce access 

to nuclear weapons in any form and that the German Democratic Republic 

and the West German Federal Republic join a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 

Central Europe. 

This demand accords fully with the letter and spirit of the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. Like the overwhelming majority of 

states, the Government of the German Democratic Republic views the Treaty 

as a significant step towards checking the arms race, and through its own 

accession is prepared to promote the binding aims of the Treaty to bring 

about a further arms limitation and disarmament measures. In the view of 

the German Democratic Republic the previous activities of the Eighteen- 

Nation Committee on Disarmament justify the expectation that it will 

achieve further success along the lines of the Treaty. 

Ill 

In the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons the security 

interests of the Parties are closely bound up with the problem of the peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy. The Treaty repesents the most far-reaching agree¬ 

ment of a universal nature so far concluded on the joint utilization of latest 

scientific and technological knowledge. This is of great benefit to all Parties, 

but is above all useful for those countries which require particularly urgently 

the peaceful utilization of nuclear energy in order to rapidly overcome their 

economic backwardness caused by colonialism. 

If the Treaty is consistently observed, this will lead to a considerable re¬ 

duction in the distrust which at present, on account of the military and stra¬ 

tegic aspects involved in the utilization of nuclear energy, is still hampering 

peaceful international cooperation, and will give strong impetus to intensive 

international division of labour. 
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The German Democratic Republic has little energy-producing raw mate¬ 

rials at its disposal. It therefore attaches maximum importance to the peace¬ 

ful uses of nuclear energy. Quite some time ago an atomic power station was 

brought into operation on its territory. Another one is under construction, 

and up to 1968 the energy production of nuclear power stations is to multi¬ 

ply- 
Like almost all countries, the German Democratic Republic also depends 

on close cooperation with other states for the peaceful utilization of nuclear 

energy. Without this cooperation it would be unable, despite its highly devel¬ 

oped industry and technology, to implement the envisaged programme. It 

therefore welcomes the provisions contained in the Treaty on the Non-Pro¬ 

liferation of Nuclear Weapons under which all Parties to the Treaty are 

entitled and obligated to take part, without discrimination, in comprehensive 

international cooperation on the peaceful utilization of nuclear energy. This 

applies in particular to the exchange of equipment, raw materials and scien¬ 

tific and technological information. 

IV 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons provides an oppor¬ 

tunity for the non-nuclear-weapon states to concentrate their efforts on the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy, and to avoid placing the tremendous burden 

of nuclear-weapon production upon their peoples. 

All examinations on this question, among them the report by UN Secre¬ 

tary-General U Thant of 10 October 1967 (Doc. A/6858), show clearly how 

vast the sums are which have to be invested to build up such a weapon 

system. This is especially true with regard to those states which have not 

yet reached the scientific and technological level of the most advanced states. 

UN calculations which presume an average expenditure of 5,600 million 

dollars for a small nuclear force which would in any case be a negligible 

military factor, show that this sum overtops the expenditure on entire 

annual budgets of a great number of states and entails unbearable burdens 

on the national economies of most countries. Experience shows that even in 

some countries with a higher level of economy, the provision of such sums 

for nuclear-weapon production causes considerable economic and social 

difficulties. If there is a further increase in these expenditures, it will be 

less and less possible to solve the common tasks which must be tackled by 

the states within the next decades. Among these tasks are effective support 

for developing countries and, above all, the fight against hunger. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic strives to con¬ 

tinuously increase the prosperity of the people on the basis of the speedy 

development of production, science and technology. For this reason it wel- 
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comes any international arrangement allowing to employ as many material 

and intellectual resources as possible for the peaceful development of the 

national economy and international economic relations. 

V 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic attaches great impor¬ 

tance to the fact that by now more than seventy states, among them a great 

number of industrially highly-developed non-nuclear-weapon states, have 

signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. At the same 

time it must state that the West German Federal Republic has not yet signed. 

The reason for this is the continuation of efforts to gain control over nuclear 

weapons in one form or another. 

The government of the West German Federal Republic has never pro¬ 

nounced a renunciation of access to nuclear weapons. In a 1954 statement it 

only refrained, as Federal Chancellor Dr. Kiesinger said, from "producing 

atomic weapons on our own territory". But it has positively not renounced 

the production of nuclear weapons together with other countries or on the 

territory of other countries, nor has it renounced the acquisition of atomic 

weapons or control over them. (Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes 

der Bundesregierung, Bonn, 21 February 1967) 

In conformity with these statements of the Federal Chancellor, West Ger¬ 

man Foreign Minister Brandt, in his speech of 3 September, spoke only of 

the renunciation of "national'' control, and in this connection he explicitly 

referred to the supra-national "alliance" in the framework of which the Fed¬ 

eral Republic is striving for access to nuclear weapons. 

The West German Federal Republic already began preparations to equip 

its army with nuclear weapons many years ago. On 25 March 1958 the West 

German Bundestag demanded in a resolution that "the armed forces of the 

Federal Republic be equipped with the most modern weapons so that they 

will be able to cope with the obligations assumed by the Federal Republic 

within the framework of NATO . . ." 

In the official "1967 Annual Report of the Federal Government", this is 

specified as follows: "German participation in the tactical nuclear forces is 

necessary . . . Accomplishing the same mission and operating in the same 

area, the German armed forces must be equipped with the same weapons as 

the forces of the allies." 

In April of the same year. West German War Minister Schroeder said: 

"Complete deterrence requires a nuclear component in our armed forces". 

(Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der Bundesregierung, Bonn, 

27 April 1967) 

West German Finance Minister Strauss declared recently: "The risk would 
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begin with... a denuclearized Europe, a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 

Europe .. ." (Strauss on West German Television I on 8 September 1968). 

In his speech of 3 September 1968 West German Foreign Minister Brandt 

said virtually the same when demanding for the Federal Republic: “As long 

as nuclear weapons are not abolished universally, they cannot be ruled out 

as a means of deterrence and collective self-defence". 

All these official declarations of the government of the West German 

Federal Republic and its demands for nuclear weapons are antithetical to 

the Non-Proliferation Treaty. They make it clear that West German resis¬ 

tance to the treaty is not caused by concern about the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy but is due to the non-peaceful striving for military use and for control 

over nuclear weapons. 

With these demands aiming at atomic armament, the government of the 

West German Federal Republic is trying to obtain for itself the status of a 

nuclear big power. The official representative of West Germany in the 

NATO Council, Ambassador Grewe, has expressed directly that the Federal 

Republic could not become "a big power without having nuclear weapons of 

its own". 

The objectives resulting from this concept also offer an explanation for 

the resistance of the West German government to controls of the observance 

of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons by the Interna¬ 

tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). In his speech of 3 September, Foreign 

Minister Brandt has explicitly rejected controls by the IAEA and called for 

a special arrangement for the Federal Republic by demanding that controls 

by EURATOM "must be maintained". Why does the Federal government 

wish to evade uniform universal controls by the IAEA and insist on virtual 

self-controls by EURATOM? The system of controls by EURATOM is 

grossly insufficient. The Defence Committee of the Western European Union 

has stated in its report of May 1965 that there is no supervision in West 

Germany to prevent the diversion of plutonium to military use. For this 

reason a demand was made in the report "to establish a suitable system of 

controls". 

The opposition of the West German government to effective international 

controls is all the more serious since the West German Federal Republic has 

the scientific and technological, personnel and financial preconditions for the 

production of nuclear weapons. Already from 1969 the West German nuclear 

reactors will be in a position to produce as a by-product at least 265 kilos of 

militarily utilizable plutonium a year. At least ten atom bombs of the so- 

called Nagasaki type could be made of this basic material. This number 

would suffice to provoke a nuclear war. 

In this connection it is also of importance that the West German govern- 
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ment is striving for a certain autarchy in its nuclear power industry, on the 

one hand, by opening up its own sources of raw material and, on the other, 

by deliveries from other countries which do not demand guarantees of peace¬ 

ful use. This involves above all a further extension of nuclear cooperation 

with the Republic of South Africa and with Israel. 

The particular dangerousness of this striving to gain access to nuclear 

weapons results from the fact that the West German Federal Republic is the 

only state in Europe which does not recognize the existing frontiers and the 

territorial status quo, and expressly demands its change. West German 

Chancellor Kiesinger said recently: 

“What makes the position of the Federal Republic differ from those of 

other states is that we must overcome what is called the status quo. That is 

to say that to overcome the status quo is one of our binding tasks. This is 

not true of other countries." 

(Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der Bundesregierung, Bonn, 

18 July 1968) 

At present the main threat to peace and security in Europe results from 

this aggressive claim to change the frontiers and to conquer territories of 

other states, proclaimed as the official government policy of the West Ger¬ 

man Federal Republic. The security interests of the peoples require a com¬ 

plete departure from such policies. 

VI 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic calls on the Conference 

of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States to effectively contribute by its decisions to 

establishing a system of collective security in Europe and a lasting order of 

peace in the world. 

The governments of the two German States have a particularly great 

responsibility for the establishment of such a stable order of peace. Since two 

disastrous world wars with their terrible consequences for all peoples have 

been launched from German soil in the first half of this century, it is the 

duty of the governments of the two German states to see to it that war will 

never again start from German soil. The Government of the German Dem¬ 

ocratic Republic is determined fully to meet these obligations. 

On this basis, the Chairman of the Council of State of the German Dem¬ 

ocratic Republic, Walter Ulbricht, again submitted proposals on 9 August 

for: - 

- establishment of normal diplomatic relations between all European states, 

especially establishment of equal relations of all states with the German 

Democratic Republic; 

- admission the two German states to the United Nations and its agencies; 
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- signing of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons by the 

Federal government; 

- conclusion of a treaty on the non-application of force in the relations 

between the two German states; 

- recognition of the existing frontiers in Europe and of the status quo ; 

- conclusion of a treaty on the normalization of the relations between the 

German Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic. Any normaliza¬ 

tion of the relations between the two German states can only take place 

on the basis of absolutely equal rights, guaranteed by a treaty valid in 

international law between the Governments of the German Democratic 

Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Considering the importance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu¬ 

clear Weapons for the preservation of peace in the world and for the security 

of the European peoples, the Government of the German Democratic Repub¬ 

lic calls on the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States to do everything 

possible to induce the government of the West German Federal Republic to 

accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

Berlin, 12 September 1968 



Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 

Twenty-Third. Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the Agenda 

Item "Memorandum of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics Concerning Urgent Measures to Stop the Arms Race and Achieve 

Disarmament" 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic very attentively 

observes the deliberations of the Twenty-Third Session of the United Nations 

General Assembly on problems of arms limitation and disarmament. It 

appreciates the great importance of the conclusion of the Treaty Banning 

Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water, 

the Treaty of Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, and 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons which came about 

with essential United Nations cooperation. The treaties have shown that 

world-wide agreements on limiting the arms race are possible. They are 

significant steps on the road to disarmament and detente. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic, which at all times 

has consistently pleaded for the safeguarding of peace, for detente and 

disarmament, has made every effort to help bring about these treaties, and 

the German Democratic Republic is one of the states which were the first to 

sign them. The Government of the German Democratic Republic anew 

declares to the forum of the United Nations its readiness to effectively 

cooperate also in the future in the implementation of measures for disarma¬ 

ment and detente. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes that the 

Memorandum of the Government of the USSR on Some Urgent Measures for 

Stopping the Arms Race and for Disarmament was included in the agenda of 

the Twenty-Third United Nations General Assembly. The German Democratic 

Republic considers the proposals made in the Memorandum to be impor¬ 

tant and constructive. The settlement of such decisive problems as the ban on 

underground nuclear weapon tests, the limitation and subsequent reduction 

of the means of delivery of nuclear weapons, a convention on the prohibi¬ 

tion of the use of nuclear weapons, the establishing of denuclearized zones 

and the limitation and subsequent destruction of nuclear weapon stockpiles 

would relieve mankind of the nightmare of atomic warfare. In consideration 

of this, the Government of the German Democratic Republic declared on 
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17 July 1968 that "the socialist state of the German nation regards as its 

national responsibility firmly and steadfastly to devote all its energies to 

having this program of disarmament implemented step by step." 

The German Democratic Republic considers as particularly urgent all 

measures for limiting and eliminating the dangers resulting from atomic 

armament. As the report of the United Nations Secretary-General of 10 Octo¬ 

ber 1967 (A/6858) about the effects of a possible use of nuclear weapons 

impressively shows, such weapons present enormous perils to all humanity. 

This alarming report states: ". . . the nuclear armouries which are in being 

already contain large megaton weapons every one of which has a destructive 

power greater than that of all the conventional explosive that has ever been 

used in warfare since the day gunpowder was discovered. Were such 

weapons ever to be used in numbers, hundreds of millions of people might 

be killed, and civilization as we know it, as well as organized community 

life, would inevitably come to an end in the countries involved in the 

conflict.. . The effects of all-out nuclear war, regardless of where it started, 

could not be confined to the Powers engaged in that war." 

These statements underline the urgency of effective measures for averting 

the nuclear dangers. 

For Europe such measures are of special importance. More than 6,000 US 

nuclear war-heads are stockpiled on the territory of the West German 

Federal Republic. In addition to this nuclear arsenal, the government of the 

Federal Republic is trying harder and harder to have direct access to 

nuclear weapons. It is its avowed aim to use control over these weapons as 

a legitimate means of carrying through its policy aimed at changing the 

status quo in Europe and revising existing borders, at the annexation of 

territories of other states and at hegemony in western and northern Europe. 

Since the two most powerful military coalitions stand face to face in Europe, 

any attempt of attaining these expansionist aims by means of nuclear 

weapons is bound to attract the atomic counter-blow to the nuclear weapons 

arsenal in West Germany, resulting in disastrous consequences for the West 

German population and moreover for the densely populated centre of 

Europe. 

In view of that situation, the stipulation binding under international law 

of a prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons is of great consequence 

especially for Europe. Such a prohibition would be appropriate to decrease 

the danger of a nuclear war affecting the whole globe. 

It is obvious that a definite ban under international law of the use of 

nuclear weapons will also check the further piling-up of such weapons. This 

would exclude nuclear weapons being used as an instrument of threat and 

blackmail in international relations. The prohibition of the use of nuclear 
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weapons would facilitate further measures of atomic disarmament, such as 

stopping the manufacture of nuclear weapons and reducing nuclear-weapon 

stockpiles, and would be prerequisite to arriving at the destruction of all 

nuclear weapons, which is an objective of all peoples. This also fully 

corresponds with the Declaration on the prohibition of the use of nuclear 

weapons (Resolution 1653 (XVI)) adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly as far as seven years ago, which unambiguously states that the 

use of nuclear weapons is contrary to the rules of international law and to 

the laws of humanity and constitutes a direct violation of the United Nations 

Charter. The Declaration demands the conclusion of a convention on the 

prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons. The Government of the German 

Democratic Republic holds the view that it is time now to work out a 

concrete convention stipulating the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons 

as binding under international law. What positive effects such a prohibition 

in international law has is shown by the example of the Geneva Protocol of 

1925 on the prohibition of chemical and bacteriological warfare which was 

instrumental in preventing poison gas being used at the chief theatres of 

World War II. 

The draft convention submitted by the USSR to the Twenty-Second Session 

of the United Nations General Assembly corresponds with the demands for 

an effective prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons as they were raised 

by the UN Declaration of 1961. Therefore, the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic considers, taking into account that the draft submitted 

by the USSR not only provides for prohibiting the use of and the threat with 

nuclear weapons, but also envisages a prohibition for non-nuclear states to 

encourage or cause nuclear powers to use atomic weapons, that this draft 

represents an excellent basis for an unambiguous agreement under inter¬ 

national law. Such a broad settlement would be directed chiefly against the 

policy of the government of the West German Federal Republic which urges 

its NATO allies definitely to employ nuclear weapons in any phase of mili¬ 

tary conflicts in Europe. 

It cannot be overlooked that the West German Federal Republic has 

recently pushed ahead its peace-endangering nuclear arms ambitions both 

within NATO and through a Western European nuclear force and atomic 

cooperation with other states. At the same time, actual scientific and techni¬ 

cal and, largely, technological requirements for the indigenous production 

of nuclear weapons have been created in the West German Federal Republic. 

GDR scientists of international standing have furnished clear proof of that in 

an expertise recently submitted to the public. 

The West German Federal Republic's expenditure on armament is also 

more and more conditioned by its effort to get access to nuclear weapons. 
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According to West German official data, 103,385 million DM are earmarked 

for direct armament outlay in the period from 1968 to 1972. With that 

amount the West German Federal Republic is "far ahead of all powers hav¬ 

ing only conventional weapons" and "is at the head", as Federal Chancellor 

Kiesinger himself said at the National Press Club in Washington on 

16 August 1967. In addition, the West German Federal Republic since 1961 

has paid 23,000 million DM in foreign exchange to the USA alone to offset 

costs for the stationing of US troops in West Germany. It thus makes an 

important financial contribution to the US arms drive and to the barbarous 

US war against the Vietnamese people. Beyond the current plans. West 

German armament expenditure is scheduled to be increased by some 

3,000 million DM per year. At the same time, the government of the West 

German Federal Republic urges other member states of NATO also to 

increase their armament, to improve their weaponry, to extend the period of 

military service, to station more troops in West Germany and to abstain 

from disarmament agreements. 

The situation in Europe and the West German Federal Republic's policy 

of arms race make it the prime task for all European states to achieve 

regional arms limitations in Europe which are conducive to diminishing the 

threat of nuclear war. The establishment of denuclearized zones, which is 

supported by the German Democratic Republic and other European states, 

would be a significant step towards detente and the maintenance of peace. 

The German Democratic Republic shares the view of many European states 

that the West German Federal Republic's signature to the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons would facilitate the creation of 

denuclearized zones and the implementation of other regional measures for 

disarmament in Europa, and it concurs with the majority of the states of the 

world in the demand that, in the interests of world peace, the West German 

Federal Republic must immediately sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty and 

refrain from its nuclear arms ambitions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic reassures that, in 

consistent continuation of its active peace policy, it will also in future do its 

utmost to cooperate in implementing general and regional measures for 

disarmament and detente. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic appeals to all 

Members of the United Nations to do everything they can to arrive at 

effective steps of arms limitation and disarmament. 

Berlin, 7 November 1968 



Telegrams of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Otto Winzer, of 9 July 1968 on the act of aggression committed by 

US troops on Cambodian territory on 29 June 1968 

to President Tewfik Bouattoura of the United Nations Security Council: 

On behalf of the Government of the German Democratic Republic I am 

asking you to bring all your influence to bear on the United Nations Security 

Council in order to ensure that the acts of aggression by US troops directed 

against the peace and security of the Kingdom of Cambodia, which are 

inconsistent with international law, will be stopped. 

Troops of the US aggressor army operating from South Vietnam infringed 

the territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Cambodia once again on 29 June 

1968, barbarously murdering peacefully working peasants. 

I am asking Your Excellency to bring this telegram to the notice of the 

Security Council members. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

To Secretary General U Thant of the United Nations: 

I take leave to inform you that on behalf of my Government I have asked 

the Chairman of the UN Security Council, H. E. Ambassador M. Tewfik 

Bouattoura, to exercise all his influence in the United Nations Security 

Council with a view to intervening against the cruel attack which aggres- 

sionist US troops in South Vietnam launched against peaceable citizens of 

the Kingdom of Cambodia and calling to account those responsible for this 

crime. 

The barbarous act of aggression committed by US troops in the Prey Veng 

province in the Kingdom of Cambodia on 29 June 1968 evoke the deepest 

disgust and just indignation of the people and the Government of the 

German Democratic Republic. 

The German Democratic Republic unconditionally supports the demand 

by Head of State Prince Norodom Sihanouk for strict respect of the territo¬ 

rial integrity of Cambodia in its present borders and declares its solidarity 

with the just anti-imperialist struggle of the Khmer people for safeguarding 

their peace and sovereignty. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 
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Telegrams ot the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Otto Winzer, to President de Araujo Castro of the United Nations 

Security Council on the consideration in the Council of the situation in the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the participation of a representative ot 

the German Democratic Republic in the debate of this agenda item 

of 23 August 1968: 

The Security Council of the United Nations has unwarrantably put on the 

agenda the debate on the measures taken by socialist states for protecting 

the socialist construction and safeguarding the national independence and 

sovereignty of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. The Government of the 

German Democratic Republic most emphatically underlines that the protec¬ 

tion and strengthening of socialism in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 

serves the cause of peace and security in Europe. For these reasons the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic must insist on participating 

in the discussion of these questions by an authorized representative. The 

authorized representative of the Government of the German Democratic 

Republic is ready to leave at any time. Please, send me your immediate 

answer. 

of 26 August 1968: 

After the United Nations Security Council has unwarrantably put on the 

agenda a debate on the measures taken to protect the socialist construction 

and the national independence and sovereignty of the Czechoslovak Socialist 

Republic and safeguard peace in Europe, the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic demands to take part in the discussions of the matter 

through an authorized representative. 

Making the demand, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

acts in full accordance with Article 32 of the United Nations Charter provid¬ 

ing explicitly for every non-member of the United Nations to take part in 

discussions by the Security Council of matters affecting it directly. Therefore, 

the Government of the German Democratic Republic resolutely objects to 

the decision which is illegitimately taken to prevent the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic from taking part in the discussions of those problems in the 

Security Council. It cannot reconcile itself with some imperialist powers 

making their aggressive attitude to the Socialist State of the German Nation 

30 



the yardstick for Security Council decisions violating the spirit and letter of 

the United Nations Charter. 

In the event of further discussions of this matter in the Security Council 

the Government of the German Democratic Republic renews and reiterates 

its demand for the participation of an authorized representative of the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic. 

I request you, Mr. President, to circulate both this and my preceding 

telegram properly as official documents of the Security Council. 



Statement by a spokesman tor the Ministry oi Foreign AH airs oi the German 

Democratic Republic on the United Nations' again illegally considering the 

so-called Korean question 

For over two decades, the United States have used their occupation troops to 

interfere into the domestic affairs of Korea, contending that they acted on 

behalf of the United Nations and the UN Commission for the Unification and 

Rehabilitation of Korea. This US policy infringes on the principles and aims 

of the United Nations Charter. The abuse of the name and flag of the UN to 

camouflage US acts of aggression against the Korean people incompatible 

with peace is detrimental to the authority of the United Nations among 

peace-loving nations. 

It would be conducive to the cause of peace and security in the Far East 

and of the Korean people, if the occupation of South Korea by US and other 

foreign armed forces was given up, the UN Commission for the Unification 

and Rehabilitation of Korea dissolved and the so-called Korean problem 

definitely taken off the agenda of the General Assembly. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the legitimate claims of the 

Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea outlined in its 

memorandum to the UN General Assembly of 21 September 1968 and 

assures the fraternal Korean people of unqualified solidarity. It welcomes the 

initiative of socialist and Afro-Asian states who submitted motions advanc¬ 

ing these legitimate claims for the General Assembly's consideration. It also 

expects UN member states to comply with the principles and aims of the UN 

Charter in accordance with their noble obligations and adopt a resolution to 

the effect that the US occupation forces as well as all other foreign armed 

forces are withdrawn from South Korea without delay, the Korean Commis¬ 

sion dissolved and the so-called Korean problem taken off the agenda of the 

General Assembly. 

Berlin, 29 November 1968 
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Telegram of the Minister ot Foreign Affairs ot the German Democratic Re¬ 

public, Otto Winzer, of 30 December 1968 to President Endalkachew 

Makonnen of the United Nations Security Council on Israel's criminal attack 

on Beirut International Airport 

On behalf of the Government of the German Democratic Republic I express 

my deep concern and indignation at Israel's criminal attack on Beirut 

International Airport. 

This impudent provocation is a gross violation of the United Nations 

Charter. It heightens the danger of renewed and widened military conflicts 

in the Middle East and hinders the implementation of the Security Council 

Resolution of 22 November 1967. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 

demand that the Security Council imposes appropriate sanctions on the 

aggressor and takes measures to prevent new Israeli aggressive acts. 
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Telegram of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Re¬ 

public, Otto Winzer, of 9 February 1968 to Secretary General U Thant of 

the United Nations on the apartheid policy of the government of the Re¬ 

public of South Africa 

The Government of the GDR welcomes the decision of the Security Council 

of 25 January 1968 urging that the terrorist trial of 35 members of the South- 

West African liberation movement be stopped. The trial constitutes a gross 

violation of the right to self-determination of the people of South-West 

Africa, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the numerous 

resolutions on South-West Africa adopted lately by the United Nations. 

The Government of the GDR resolutely condemns the continued efforts 

of the government of the Republic of South Africa to extend to South-West 

Africa the policy of apartheid which has repeatedly been stigmatized by the 

United Nations as a crime against humanity. Accordingly, it emphatically 

demands that the terrorist trial of the 35 members of the South-West African 

liberation movement be stopped immediately and that Resolution 2145 (XXI) 

of the United Nations General Assembly of 27 October 1966, urging the 

government of the Republic of South Africa to discontinue immediately its 

racialist and annexationist policies vis-a-vis South-West Africa, be observed 

unconditionally. 

The Government of the GDR supports all measures aimed at the elimina¬ 

tion of the terrorist regime of the South African racialists in South-West 

Africa. 

The Government of the GDR equally condemns the close collaboration of 

the government of the West German Federal Republic and other imperialist 

powers, which are taking a direct share in South-West Africa's colonial 

exploitation, with the government of the Republic of South Africa, demand¬ 

ing its immediate cessation. This makes it easier for the South African gov¬ 

ernment to defy, still today, the UN resolutions and the will of the 

overwhelming majority of peoples and states. 

Since the Government of the GDR, as is known, does not maintain any 

relations with the South African apartheid regime, I ask Your Excellency to 

bring this telegram to the notice of the government of the Republic of South 

Africa and all other UN member states. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 
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Telegram of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic, Dr. Wolfgang Kiesewetter, of 14 March 1968 to Secretary 

General U Thant of the United Nations containing the statement of a spokes¬ 

man of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 

on the murder of African patriots in Southern Rhodesia 

I have the honour to send you a statement of the spokesman of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic on the outrageous 

terrorist acts of the illegal racialist regime in Southern Rhodesia against 

African patriots: 

"A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemned the 

murder of African patriots in Southern Rhodesia as another act of terror of 

the illegal racialist regime of Southern Rhodesia; he emphatically supported 

the demands for severest punishment of those responsible for the murder. 

“The spokesman said that the German Democratic Republic, which has 

time and again accused the racialist regime in Southern Rhodesia of terror 

against the African population and called for an end to its illegal rule, 

joined in the indignation and disgust of the democratic world public at that 

mean murder. 

“It has become obvious that sanctions against the illegal racialist regime 

will be unsuccessful unless an end is put to the support the Smith clique 

receives from the fascist regime in the Republic of South Africa and the 

imperialist Western powers, especially the governments of the United States 

and West Germany. 

“The spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs renewed the solidarity 

with all those African countries urging stricter and more stringent steps to 

remove the brutal racialist terrorist rule in Southern Rhodesia and calling 

upon the British government to fulfil at last its particular mission to solve 

the problem of Southern Rhodesia in a way which serves the interests of the 

African peoples and accords with the resolutions of the United Nations 

General Assembly. 

“He again stressed the ties linking the German Democratic Republic and 

the African countries and peoples fighting for their freedom and the consoli¬ 

dation of independence." 

I request Your Excellency to bring the statement officially to the notice of 

all members of the Organization. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 
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Telegram of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic, Gustav Herzfeldt, of 9 May 1968 to Chairman Achkar 

Marof of the Special Committee on the Policies of Apartheid of the Govern¬ 

ment of the Republic of South Africa containing the statement of a spokes¬ 

man of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 

on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination proclaimed by the UN 

In the light of Resolution 2307 (XXII) of the United Nations General Assem¬ 

bly of 13 December 1967 I have the honour to transmit to you the following 

statement of a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German 

Democratic Republic made on the occasion of the International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination: 

"A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared on 21 March on 

the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimi¬ 

nation proclaimed by the United Nations Organization that the consistent 

struggle against all forms of the oppression of races has been one of the 

principles underlying the domestic and foreign policies of the GDR since 

it was founded. On the territory of the GDR the political and economic 

foundations of the murderous racial policy of German fascism have been 

eliminated. Already the first Constitution of the GDR expressly provided 

that manifestations of hatred against creeds, races and nations were to be 

punished as crimes. Article 6, paragraph 5 of the new draft Constitution 

stipulates: 'Militarist and revanchist propaganda in all forms, warmonger¬ 

ing and the manifestation of hatred against creeds, races and nations are 

punished as crimes.' Moreover, in paragraph 3 of the same Article, the sup¬ 

port of the peoples' aspirations for freedom and independence is laid down 

as one of the foreign-policy principles of the GDR. In this spirit the GDR has 

in the past always practised universal solidarity with the peoples fighting 

against racism and colonialism. 

"The policy of the German Democratic Republic, the spokesman stated, 

is therefore in agreement with the principles and objectives of the United 

Nations Organization. In crass contrast to this, the West German Federal 

Republic backs the racist and colonial regimes by all means at its command. 

"The spokesman re-emphasized the sympathy of the GDR with the 

struggle of the Arab, African and Asian peoples against racism, colonialism 

and neo-colonialism." 

Paragraphs 3 and 5 of Article 6 of the draft Constitution quoted above have 

in the meantime become valid law in the GDR through a plebiscite in which 
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94.49 per cent of the GDR electorate voted in favour of the new Constitu¬ 

tion. 

I take the liberty further to point out that the press in the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic paid tribute to the International Day for the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination and that social organizations in the GDR, like the 

GDR Committee for the Protection of Human Rights and the German League 

for the United Nations, marked the occasion by undertaking activities in the 

sense of Resolution 2307 (XXII), point 10. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 



Letter of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Georg Stibi, to Chairman Achkar Marof of the Special Committee 

on the Policies of Apartheid of the Government of the Republic of South 

Africa 

At its twenty-second session the United Nations General Assembly again 

condemned as a crime against humanity the policy of apartheid as practised 

by the government of the Republic of South Africa. Moreover, it pointed out 

once more that the explosive situation in the Republic of South Africa and in 

southern Africa, which issues from that racist policy, constitutes a grave 

threat to international peace and security. 

In view of this grave danger and the crass violations of the United Nations 

Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other basic docu¬ 

ments of the UN, which result from the criminal policy of apartheid, the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic is of the opinion that the 

position one adopts towards the apartheid regime is a true criterion of one's 

attitude to the very aims and principles of the Organization. 

Considering the particularly great importance for international peace and 

security of the subject to be discussed by the Special Committee on the Poli¬ 

cies of Apartheid of the Government of the Republic of South Africa, I take 

the liberty, with reference to items 6) and 15) of Resolution 2307 (XXII) of 

the UN General Assembly, to point out the following: 

Both the Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 

most resolutely condemn the apartheid policy of the government of the 

Republic of South Africa as a specific and extremely cruel form of oppress¬ 

ing and exploiting the indigenous African population of that country. They 

demand emphatically that this racist policy be discontinued and that possi¬ 

bilities be provided for the indigenous African population to freely exercise 

their right to self-determination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has denied recogni¬ 

tion to the apartheid regime of the Republic of South Africa and does not 

have any relation with it. This position was repeatedly stated in the past by 

official quarters. 

Accordingly, the Government of the German Democratic Republic has 

emphatically and consistently adhered to all United Nations resolutions con¬ 

cerning the elimination of the apartheid regime and of all other forms of 
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colonialism. As early as 1963 the GDR Government resolved to discontinue 

all trade and traffic relations with the Republic of South Africa, issuing 

instructions to that effect to subsidiary organs and institutions. On the other 

hand, the Government of the German Democratic Republic repeatedly 

assured the forces fighting the policy of apartheid in the Republic of South 

Africa of its full solidarity and actively supported them as best as it could. 

This is expressed, for instance, in the fact that the Government of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic-without being a UN member-contributed 

US $ 5,000 to the UN trust fund for South Africa. 

Among the people of the German Democratic Republic a strong movement 

for solidarity with the South-African population fighting for their freedom 

and independence has developed. 

This policy of the German Democratic Republic is in complete agreement 

with the United Nations Charter and all UN resolutions and other basic 

documents on the question of apartheid. Against this it is well-known that 

the government of the West German Federal Republic gives every support 

to the racist apartheid regime and the other racist and colonialist regimes 

in South Africa, thus enabling them, in league with other imperialist states, 

to pursue their criminal policies. Recently, the Vice-Chancellor and Foreign 

Minister of the West German Federal Republic stressed that the Federal 

Republic had legitimate economic interests in South Africa and would con¬ 

tinue its trade exchange with the apartheid regime. This policy of the West 

German Federal Republic is in crass contradiction to Resolution 2307 (XXII) 

adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 December 1967 and requesting 

"all states, particularly the main trading partners of South Africa.. to take 

urgent steps towards disengagement from South Africa and to take all appro¬ 

priate measures to facilitate more effective action, under the auspices of the 

United Nations, to secure the elimination of apartheid." Another expression 

of the West German Federal Republic giving all-round support to the apart¬ 

heid regime are frequent visits to South Africa by West German political 

leaders. At the close of his visit to South Africa last April, Richard Jaeger, 

Vice-President of the West German Bundestag, gave express support to the 

South-African racists' scheme regarding the establishment of so-called Ban- 

tustans. It is well-known, however, that the purpose of this scheme is to deny 

the indigenous African population of South Africa the right to self-deter¬ 

mination and to perpetuate the oppression and exploitation of that popula¬ 

tion. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic repeatedly called 

upon the government of the West German Federal Republic to immediately 

stop cooperating with the apartheid regime and observe all relevant UN 

resolutions. It cannot but point out that the attitude adopted by the West 
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German Federal government constitutes a crass violation of the United Na¬ 

tions' aims and principles contained in its Charter and of the resolutions on 

apartheid hitherto adopted by it. 

Additional to the points raised in this letter I should also like to draw 

Your Excellency's attention and that of the members of the Special Com¬ 

mittee to the fact that the people and the Government of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic watch with interest the just struggle of the peoples against 

apartheid and other forms of racism and the activities of the Special Com¬ 

mittee, and that they are prepared to give it every support also in the future. 

I, therefore, ask Your Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of the 

members of the Committee. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

Berlin, 27 June 1968 



Letter of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Georg Stibi, to Chairman Mahmoud Mestire of the Special Com¬ 

mittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples on Reso¬ 

lution 2326 (XXII) of the United Nations General Assembly 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes it that the 

United Nations General Assembly at its Twenty-Second Session anew 

emphasized the necessity of the full implementation of the Declaration on 

the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Document 

A/1514/XV) and decided upon new further-reaching measures in the struggle 

for the elimination of the remainders of the imperialist colonial system. It 

ascribes great importance to the decision taken in Resolution 2326 (XXII) 

of the General Assembly on the investigation of the fulfilment by the states 

of all relevant resolutions of the United Nations. This investigation will be 

carried out by the committee of which you are the chairman. The Govern¬ 

ment of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that the decisive 

reason for the continuance of remainders of the imperialist colonial system 

must be seen in the fundamentally different attitudes taken by the various 

states with regard to the relevant decisions adopted so far by the Organiza¬ 

tion. With good reasons it is pointed out over and over again by the majority 

of the member states that the colonialist and racialist regimes in the South of 

Africa are able to continue their inhuman policy of suppression only because 

of the all-round assistance which they are granted in gross violation of the 

respective UN resolutions by the imperialist main powers, above all the USA, 

Great Britain and West Germany. At the same time the formation of a bloc 

of colonialist and racialist regimes in Southern Africa which process is 

universally supported by the imperialist main powers has recently multiplied 

the dangers to peace and security on the African continent and in the world, 

the dangers which arise from the aggressive and expansionist policy these 

regimes pursue towards the independent states of Africa. 

For these reasons the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

considers the attitude towards the UN resolutions with regard to the fight 

against colonialism and racialism to be the true criterion for the adherence 

to the aims and principles of the organization. In the conviction to contribute 

to implementing the mission entrusted to the Special Committee I take the 

liberty. Excellency, to make the following statement concerning the position 
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taken by the GDR with regard to the decisions against colonialism and 

racialism adopted by the United Nations. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic cate¬ 

gorically condemn the suppression and exploitation of the African people in 

Southern Africa by the colonialist and racialist regimes and foreign monop¬ 

olies as a specific form of the imperialist exploitation system. They empha¬ 

tically demand to discontinue this racialist policy and to give the native 

African population the possibility freely to make use of their right to self- 

determination. 

On the territory of the German Democratic Republic the political and 

economic foundations of the murderous racial policy of German fascism have 

been eliminated. Already the first Constitution of the German Democratic 

Republic laid down that manifestations of hatred against creeds, races and 

nations are explicitly to be punished as crimes. In the new Constitution 

Article 6, paragraph 5 reads as follows: "Militarist and revanchist propa¬ 

ganda in all forms, war-mongering and the manifestation of hatred against 

creeds, races and nations are punished as crimes." In addition, paragraph 3 

of the same article determines the support for the aspirations of the peoples 

for freedom and independence to be one of the principles of foreign policy of 

the GDR. Thus it can be stated that the principles laid down in the "Declara¬ 

tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples" 

have been the maxim of the foreign policy of the GDR since its foundation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has not recognized 

the apartheid regime in the Republic of South Africa and does not maintain 

any relations with it. Accordingly it has expressly supported and consistently 

observed all decisions by the United Nations directed at eliminating the 

apartheid regime. In accordance with the resolutions adopted by the United 

Nations General Assembly (document 1761 of 6/11/1962) and the Security 

Council (documents 181 of 7/8/1963, 182 of 4/12/1963, 190 of 9/6/1964 and 

191 of 18/6/1964) and with the decisions taken by the Conference of the 

Heads of State of the Organization of African Unity of May 1963 the Gov¬ 

ernment of the GDR decided as early as in 1963 to discontinue any trade 

and traffic relations with the Republic of South Africa and to issue respective 

instructions to the subordinate organs and institutions. 

On the other hand the Government of the GDR has repeatedly assured 

the forces in the Republic of South Africa fighting against the apartheid 

policy of its full solidarity and has actively supported them with all means 

at its disposal. This is manifested, for instance, by its contribution of 

5,000 dollars for the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa which it 

made, without being member of the United Nations, in compliance with Re¬ 

solution 2054 B(XX) of the General Assembly of 15 December 1965. 
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Already in its statement of 13 November 1965-that means immediately 

after the coup d'etat in Southern Rhodesia-as well as in a statement issued 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR on 9 June 1966 the Govern¬ 

ment of the German Democratic Republic pointed out that it refused any 

recognition to the racialist regime in Southern Rhodesia being contrary to 

international law and that already at that time it had broken off all trade 

relations with Southern Rhodesia. 

In its statement of 21 January 1967 concerning Resolution 232 of the 

Security Council of 16 December 1966 it confirmed this position and de¬ 

clared its determination to fully meet the demands of the resolution and to 

support the just struggle of the African population of Southern Rhodesia 

for freedom and independence. 

In a letter the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic, Otto Winzer, sent to United Nations Secretary-General U Thant on 

23 March 1966 concerning Resolution 218 (1965) adopted by the Security 

Council on 23 November 1965 the Foreign Minister explained the attitude 

of the GDR towards the Portuguese colonial regime. He stressed that the 

GDR does not maintain any diplomatic or consular relations with that 

regime, that it does not grant any support which could be used by Portugal 

for suppressing the population in the colonies and that it has never supplied 

Portugal with arms or military equipment or material and equipment to 

produce them. On 5 April 1965 the GDR foreign trade enterprises were 

instructed by the competent ministry not to make any deliveries to Portu¬ 

guese enterprises working in Portuguese colonies. 

In a letter to the President of the Twenty-First Session of the United Na¬ 

tions General Assembly, Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, of 26 March 1966-that 

was before the historic Resolution 2145 of the UN General Assembly was 

adopted-the Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic declared 

that the GDR vigorously supported the demand for measures in order to 

achieve the independence of South-West Africa and to liquidate the de facto 

occupation of that country by the apartheid regime. In the opinion of the 

GDR this is the only just solution of this problem. 

In telegrams to the Foreign Ministers of the African states, which were 

also notified to the United Nations, the Foreign Minister of the German 

Democratic Republic declared the decision of the International Court of 

Justice of 18 July 1966 concerning South-West Africa to be incompatible with 

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples which finds the GDR's unlimited support. Furthermore, he empha¬ 

sized that also in future the GDR would do its utmost to support the just 

struggle of the national liberation movement of South-West Africa. 

In a telegram to UN Secretary-General U Thant of 9 February 1968 the 
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Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic resolutely protested 

against the reprisals of the apartheid regime against South-West African 

patriots and demanded their immediate cessation. 

Hence it can be stated that the German Democratic Republic strictly 

observes all resolutions of the United Nations directed against colonialism 

and racialism and thus, although not a member of the United Nations Organ¬ 

ization, contributes to the best of its abilities to fulfilling the Organization's 

objectives. 

I ask Your Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of all member 

states of the Committee and to consider the statements contained in it when 

reporting to the Twenty-Third Session of the General Assembly. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

Berlin, 23 August 1968 



Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 

Twenty-Third Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the Agenda 

Item "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 

to Colonial Countries and Peoples" 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that 

the twenty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly again dis¬ 

cusses the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen¬ 

dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In particular it supports Resolution 

2326 (XXII) adopted by the twenty-second session of the United Nations 

General Assembly, which provides for an examination by the Organization 

of the fulfilment of the decisions it has taken against colonialism and racism. 

In pursuance of its consistent anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist policy, 

the Government of the German Democratic Republic has always supported 

decisions taken by the United Nations Organization which serve the com¬ 

plete liquidation of the imperialist colonial system and the struggle against 

racism and has contributed to their implementation. It does not maintain any 

relations with the apartheid regime of the Republic of South Africa and de¬ 

nied recognition to the racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia. In strict 

compliance with the decisions taken by the UN General Assembly and the 

Security Council it has broken off all trade and communication links both 

with the Republic of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. It maintains 

neither diplomatic nor consular or other relations with the Portuguese colo¬ 

nial regime. 

The German Democratic Republic provides active material, political and 

moral assistance to the peoples fighting for their independence and libera¬ 

tion from the colonial yoke and from racist suppression, and it resolutely 

advocates the realization of their rightful claim to independence and na¬ 

tional self-determination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view 

that the continuation of the imperialist policy of colonialism, neo-colonialism 

and racial persecution hinders the progress of the peoples of Asia, Africa and 

Latin America, disturbs equal international cooperation and endangers peace 

and security in the world. The unrestricted implementation of the Declara¬ 

tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
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the relevant Resolutions of the United Nations Organization is, therefore, 

an urgent task which permits no delay. 

The aim of the United Nations Charter to develop friendly relations among 

all nations on the basis of respect for the principle of equality and the right 

to self-determination of the peoples, the universal validity of which is corrob¬ 

orated in all resolutions of the General Assembly against colonialism, neo¬ 

colonialism and racism, is binding on the member states as well as on the 

non-member states. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic states with deep 

concern that the West German Federal Republic disregards these inter¬ 

national obligations and continues the traditions of the colonial policy of 

German imperialism in its policy towards the African peoples. In contradic¬ 

tion to the UN decisions the West German Federal Republic is further and 

further extending its economic, political and military cooperation with the 

Republic of South Africa, the racist regime in Southern Rhodesia and the 

colonial power of Portugal. 

After the coming into force of the United Nations decisions for sanctions 

against the illegal regime in Southern Rhodesia West Germany took the 

leading position in the foreign trade of this racist regime. In 1967 the West 

German Federal Republic increased its export to Southern Rhodesia by 

10 per cent to 12.3 million US dollars and its import to 16.0 million US 

dollars (Doc. S/778l/Add. 5 of 13 December 1967). 

As a result of the arrangement made by Diederichs, then South African 

Minister of Economy, Mining and Atomic Affairs, now Finance Minister of 

the Republic of South Africa, with representatives of the West German Fed¬ 

eral Government in Bonn at the end of 1966/beginning of 1967, the capital 

investments of West German monopolies in South Africa, which in 1965 

amounted to 314 million Deutschmarks (1956: 60.3 million Deutschmarks), 

increased to 630 million Deutschmarks within a short period (Industrie- 

kurier. No. 88 of 8 June 1968). 

The foreign trade between the West German Federal Republic and the 

Republic of South Africa, which nearly trebled between 1960 and 1967, 

shows the same tendency, in which case the West German exports doubled 

from 625 million Deutschmarks to 1,251 million Deutschmarks and West 

German imports from the Republic of South Africa increased from barely 

200 million Deutschmarks in 1960 to 1,045 million Deutschmarks in 1967 

(UN Yearbook of International Trade Statistics, 1960, page 492; Wirtschaft 

und Statistik, published by the Bundesamt fur Statistik Wiesbaden, 

No. 2/1968, page 108). 

The expansion of the leading West German trusts in South Africa extends 

also to the field of the armaments industry. Cooperation with the West Ger- 
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man Federal Republic made it possible for the Republic of South Africa to 

begin with the construction of jet bombers in the works of the Atlas Aircraft 

Corporation, to start the production of guided missiles and chemical warfare 

agents and jointly to prepare a West German-South African production of 

atomic weapons under the name of "Atom Power programme" of the 

Electricity Supply Commission (ESCOM). 

The West German Federal Republic also supports the colonial power of 

Portugal not only economically by means of large capital investments of 

West German trusts in Angola and Mozambique (Krupp, Siemens, AEG and 

others), but also through direct military aid. The close military cooperation 

of the West German Federal Republic with Portugal, including the stationing 

of strong units of the West German Rundeswehr in Portugal, makes it easier 

for the Portuguese government to engage to an increasing extent Portuguese 

troops, which are also supplied with arms and equipment, against the na¬ 

tional liberation movements in Angola, Mozambique, Bissao, Cabinda and 

elsewhere. At the 5th Summit Conference of the Organization of African 

Unity in Algiers in September 1968, the African states condemned with 

special emphasis this support for the Portuguese colonial regime by the West 

German Federal Republic and refuted all of the West German Federal Gov¬ 

ernment's asseverations to the contrary. In the same unambiguous way the 

African states condemned at the conference the assistance given to the racist 

regime in the Republic of South Africa through NATO in which the West 

German Federal Republic has a particularly influential position. 

With regard to the economic relations with the Republic of South Africa 

and the Portuguese colonial regime, the Foreign Minister of the West Ger¬ 

man Federal Republic, Herr Brandt, pointed out in "Leitlinien der (west-) 

deutschen Afrikapolitik" (Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der 

Bundesregierung No. 63, pp. 533-536 of 17 May 1968): "These economic 

relations have a long tradition . . . We had no reason to break off these tradi¬ 

tions suddenly and unilaterally all the more since as an industrial state 

depending on export we also have to guard the interests of our economy". 

In contradiction to the UN decisions the West German Federal Republic 

wants to maintain its economic relations with the racist regime in South 

Africa and the Portuguese colonialists without any restrictions. 

The tradition the Foreign Minister of the West German Federal Republic 

refers to is the policy of exploitation and suppression of other peoples, of 

race-hatred, contempt for man and of the extraordinary aggressiveness of 

German imperialism. The path of this policy leads from the extermination 

wars against liberty-loving African peoples via the mass murdering of Ger¬ 

man fascism during the Second World War to the neo-colonialist policy of 

today. 
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Thus the policy of the West German Federal Republic endangers to an 
ever increasing extent the vital interests and the security of the African 
peoples and states, too. It is in striking contrast to the United Nations de¬ 
cisions aimed at the final elimination of colonialism. The West German 
Federal Republic belongs to the imperialist main powers which oppose the 
just striving of the peoples fighting for their national independence and 
which try to maintain the status of colonial dependence, suppression and ex¬ 
ploitation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expects of the 
twenty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly to take suitable 
measures in order to stop the active assistance of the imperialist powers for 
the colonialist and racist regimes. Above all it expects of this Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly further stipulations guaranteeing the 
realization of the right to self-determination for the peoples of the still 
dependent territories in Africa. The Government of the German Democratic 
Republic demands that urgent and vigorous steps be initiated in order to 
bring about independence for Namibia and to end the subjugation of that 
country by the apartheid regime of the Republic of South Africa. It considers 
it necessary that in accordance with Resolution A/2326/XXII the control of 
the realization of all United Nations decisions against colonialism and racism 
be extended also to non-member states of the Organization to which, as one 
knows, also the West German Federal Republic belongs. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic corroborates its 
standpoint that, in accordance with the Constitution of the German Demo¬ 
cratic Republic, it will also in future contribute to the realization of decisions 
serving the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen¬ 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

Berlin, 2 October 1968 



Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German 

Democratic Republic with respect to the United. Nations' demand to grant 

independence to Portuguese colonies 

A spokesman of the GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs made the following 

statement on the UN General Assembly Resolution of 29 November 1968 

which calls upon Portugal immediately to grant independence to her colo¬ 

nies: 

“The GDR fully supports the implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The Govern¬ 

ment of the GDR has reaffirmed its position in a Statement to the twenty- 

third session of the UN General Assembly (Doc. A/7319, 8 November 1968). 

“Therefore, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR welcomes the 

Resolution of the UN General Assembly of 29 November 1968 which urges 

Portugal immediately to grant independence to the African territories of 

Angola, Mozambique and Guinea/Bissao. 

“The Resolution of the General Assembly urges especially the NATO 

states to withhold any assistance to Portugal which enables her to prosecute 

the colonial war in the three African territories. The West German Federal 

Republic figures prominently among those NATO states which have been 

providing all-round backing to the Portuguese colonial regime, thus tramp¬ 

ling upon the UN decisions and the legitimate rights and aspirations of the 

peoples of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea/Bissao. This was made quite 

clear in the UN debates, as representatives of Afro-Asian states, apart from 

referring to the USA, Great Britain, Southern Rhodesia and South Africa, 

named West Germany in the first place. 

“During an official visit to Portugal late in October this year. West Ger¬ 

man Federal Chancellor Kiesinger promised on behalf of his government 

and the West German monopolies of Krupp, the Bermann-Opelana-Gruppe 

and others to continue military, economic and political assistance. He went 

as far as to assure the Portuguese colonial power that it had the 'right' to 

consider her African colonies as 'inseparable provinces' of Portugal. 

“During that visit West German Bundestag Vice-President Richard Jaeger 

revealed the political objectives underlying West Germany's military and 

economic help to Portugal when he stated in the Southern Portuguese Prov- 
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ince of Algarve on 27 October that the colonial soldiers were 'not only 

soldiers of Portugal but also soldiers of Europe'. 

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR condemns the neo-colonialist 

machinations of the West German government und the colonial terror of its 

Portuguese fascist ally and demands that West Germany stop forthwith 

aiding and assisting Portugal's criminal war against the population of An¬ 

gola, Mozambique and Guinea/Bissao. 

"The GDR will continue to render material and moral support to the 

peoples of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea/Bissao fighting for their libera¬ 

tion, in the sense of implementing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde¬ 

pendence and the Resolution of 29 November 1968, and assures the libera¬ 

tion movements of these territories of its unreserved solidarity." 

Berlin, 4 December 1968 



Statement of the Government oi the German Democratic Republic to the 

International Conference on Human Rights in Teheran concerning item 

11 (g) of the provisional agenda 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic closely follows the 

International Conference on Human Rights and expresses its hope that it will 

help the world-wide enforcement of human rights. 

Since the German Democratic Republic was proclaimed it has pursued a 

policy which is based on the principles and objectives of the United Nations 

Charter and seeks to put them into practice. It has repeatedly expressed its 

will to contribute its share toward international cooperation under the UN 

system on the basis of equality and the respect of the sovereign rights of 

states. The German Democratic Republic, in statements to the UN General 

Assembly, the UN Economic and Social Council, the UN Commission on 

Human Rights and in several letters to the UN Secretary General, has ex¬ 

pressly declared its readiness for taking a constructive part in the activities 

of the United Nations, also in the human rights sector. 

The objectives and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights of 10 December 1948 and other fundamental UN documents concern¬ 

ing human rights questions have been fully put into practice in the German 

Democratic Republic. 

The new GDR Constitution, which was approved by a democratic plebi¬ 

scite and took effect on 9 April 1968, has been a worthy contribution of the 

German Democratic Republic to the International Year for Human Rights. 

The decision of the people of the German Democratic Republic on a new 

Constitution is striking evidence of the implementation of the right to self- 

determination laid down in the UN Charter and the human rights conven¬ 

tions, by virtue of which the peoples freely determine their political status. 

The commission which the People's Chamber of the GDR charged with 

drafting the new Constitution had members from all parties and mass organi¬ 

zations and all classes and strata of the people. During the broad popular 

discussions on the draft Constitution the Commission received 12,454 written 

comments from the people. They led to 118 amendments of the draft. In a 

plebiscite every citizen could cast his vote for or against the Constitution in 

a secret ballot. 12,208,968 citizens had the right to vote; 11,536,803 of them 
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voted in favour of, and 409,733 against, the Constitution. 24,353 votes were 

invalid. 

The primary concern of the United Nations, the maintenance and safe¬ 

guarding of peace, is the supreme constitutional principle in the German 

Democratic Republic. All power has to serve the welfare of the people and 

ensure the peaceful life of the citizens. 

The Constitution obligates the state organs to pursue a foreign policy 

which seeks to implement the generally recognised rules of international 

law, which serve peace and the peaceable cooperation of peoples. To make 

efforts toward the establishment of a system of collective security in Europe, 

a stable order of peace in the world and general disarmament is a constitu¬ 

tional command. The Constitution lays down the explicit duty never to 

undertake a war of conquest or employ armed forces against the freedom 

of some other people. Militaristic and revanchist propaganda in any form, 

war-mongering and manifestations of hatred against creeds, races or nations 

are punishable as crimes. The Constitution assures the peoples fighting for 

their freedom and independence of the support of the GDR. It prohibits any 

citizen of the GDR to participate in war-like actions and their preparation 

which serve to suppress a people. It is in line with the constitutional com¬ 

mand that the Government of the GDR supports the just struggle of the 

Vietnamese people against the dirty US aggression and most severely con¬ 

demns the Apartheid policy of the Republic of South Africa, the racist 

regime in Rhodesia and racism, colonialism and neo-colonialism in any form. 

In accordance with Resolution 2338 of the twenty-second session of the 

UN General Assembly of 18 December 1967 on the question of the punish¬ 

ment of war criminals and of persons who have committed crimes against 

humanity, the Constitution of the GDR provides that the norms of interna¬ 

tional law on the punishment of crimes against peace, against humanity and 

of war crimes are immediately valid law and that the statute of limitation 

does not apply to crimes of this kind. 

According to the principles proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights the Constitution of the GDR guarantees every citizen of the 

German Democratic Republic the free and unhindered development of all his 

creative energies for the benefit of all the people. The garanty is offered by 

the socialist social order of the GDR, in particular the public ownership of 

the means of production. 

In coincidence with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 22 arti¬ 

cles of the Constitution fully guarantee the fundamental rights of citizens, 

which ensure their free development and preserve their dignity. The Constitu¬ 

tion ensures every citizen a part in exercising power and moulding society. 

The right to co-determination is safeguarded in particular by the fact that the 
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citizens elect all organs of power along democratic lines and all deputies are 

accountable to their voters. The large-scale representation of citizens in the 

popular representative bodies is shown by the fact that, in addition to the 

206,000 deputies in 9,300 assemblies on all levels, another 655,000 citizens 

are on commissions to those assemblies. There are five parties and numerous 

organizations of different world outlook which take an active part in political 

and social life. 

The Constitution of the GDR safeguards the maintenance of legality and 

legal security. It lays down expressly that the judiciary protects the freedom, 

peaceable life, rights and dignity of man. 46,000 elected lay judges help 

administer the law and enjoy the same rights as professional judges. There 

are 255,000 citizens active in the elected social judicial bodies, 21,000 dispute 

committees in enterprises and 5,300 arbitration commissions in the residen¬ 

tial areas. 

Every citizen has the right to express publicly and freely his opinion in 

accordance with the principles of the Constitution. The freedom of press, 

radio and television is guaranteed. Within the framework of the principles 

and aims of the Constitution all citizens have the right to assemble peace¬ 

fully and form associations. Postal and telecommunication secrecy is 

inviolable. The Constitution guarantees every citizen the freedom of belief 

and the freedom of conscience, including the right to carry out religious 

activities. 

The right is guaranteed to move about freely within the GDR. In the GDR, 

like in other states, emigration is regulated by domestic laws in a way which 

conforms with the regulations of the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights of 16 December 1966. 

The Constitution ensures every citizen the right to work. It guarantees the 

right to a safe job and its free selection in accordance with social require¬ 

ments and personal qualifications and to equal pay for equal work. 

Every citizen enjoys an equal right to education. The Constitution guaran¬ 

tees that all children can attend the ten-class general secondary school free of 

charge and learn a vocation. Universities and other educational institutions 

are open to all citizens in accordance with their abilities and performance. 

The integrated educational system of the GDR ensures every citizen a 

continuous training and further training. 

There has been a full implementation of the extensive rights to co-deter¬ 

mination in social life of the young which are laid down in a separate law 

on the promotion of the youth. The youth have a group of deputies of their 

own in the People's Chamber and in other elected assemblies. Over 40,000 

youths are deputies. Every third youth studied at a university or technical 
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school in 1967 taking either full-time or correspondence courses. Thousands 

of youths hold leading positions in government, economy and culture. 

Every citizen of the GDR has the right to take part in cultural life. For the 

exercise of this right the organs of the state provide special political and 

material support. 

According to the Constitution, men and women have equal rights and 

enjoy the same legal status in all spheres of social, state and personal life. 

One quarter of all deputies to the elected assemblies on the various levels 

are women. 1,300 women are factory managers or are on factory managing 

boards. 1,900 women are directors or headmasters of secondary schools, i. e., 

every fourth school is run by a woman. 160,000 of all working women hold 

a university or technical school certificate. 

The concern of society over the well-being of every one citizen is also 

manifest in such basic rights laid down in the Constitution as the right of 

every citizen to social security, protection of his health and working capacity, 

legal limitation of working time, a full-paid annual holiday, leisure time and 

recreation, social care in case of old age and invalidity, personal property 

and its protection by the state, dwelling space and the inviolability of his 

home. Marriage, family and motherhood are under the special protection of 

the state. 

The rights of the free trade unions in the GDR have received exemplary 

treatment in the Constitution. The trade unions in the GDR exercise 

comprehensive co-determination in the state, in economy and society. They 

have the right to initiate legislation, delegate representatives to the elected 

organs of state power and take part on all levels in the control on the safe¬ 

guarding of the rights of the working people. The regulation of this right of 

the trade unions offers immediate and effective opportunities for working 

people to exert influence on the social development as a whole. In view of 

this fact, a constitutional stipulation of a right to strike would be aimed 

against the working people themselves, who are owners of the means of 

production, and, consequently, is meaningless. 

The constitutional basic rights of the citizens are fully implemented in the 

social life of the GDR. They are no proclamations but, like all constitutional 

provisions, immediately valid law. Thus the aims described in the UN 

documents on human rights as worth being achieved are already well-estab¬ 

lished achievements in the GDR and determine the social order and the 

lives of all citizens. 

The GDR has met its special historical responsibilities devolving on it as 

one of the two successor states of the former German Reich. It considers it 

its national mission and the most humanistic of its duties never to allow 

another war to start from German soil. The people and Government of the 
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GDR regret, therefore, all the more that the policy of the other German state, 

the West German Federal Republic, does not in any way meet the require¬ 

ments of guaranteeing human rights and securing peace. 

It is the declared aim of the policy of the government of the West German 

Federal Republic to change the status quo which came about in Europe as a 

result of World War II. This is clearly evident in the pretension to represent 

the whole of Germany in international affairs, which is directed against the 

sovereign GDR and is threatening peace, and in the non-recognition of 

existing borders. The defiance of human rights by the policy of the West 

German Federal Republic is particularly shown in its increased striving for 

nuclear arms to be used as an instrument for a forcible implementation of 

its revanchist demands. 

Domestically, the negation of human rights is shown in the incessant 

persecution of democratically minded persons and the preparation for, and 

systematic rehearsing of, an emergency dictatorship, which will put out of 

action the few basic rights of the West German constitution. This constitu¬ 

tion, which was passed on the instruction of the three western occupation 

powers without any referendum in May 1949, lacks a number of elementary 

basic rights anyway - such as the right of the people to self-determination, 

the right to co-determination of the trade unions, the right to work, the right 

to education and other rights. 

The emergency laws, which are already in force or are before the West 

German parliament to be passed, abolish nearly all basic rights of the con¬ 

stitution. 

The sanguinary outrages of the West German police against democratically 

minded forces in the last few weeks make it appallingly apparent that the 

powers that be in the West German Federal Republic have already started to 

apply emergency dictatorship practices. Similar developments can be seen 

in the independent political entity of West Berlin, which does not belong to 

the Federal Republic, but where the West German government illegally 

usurps powers and the West Berlin Senate applies the very same anti-demo- 

cratic emergency practices. The murder of the student Benno Ohnesorg, 

committed by a police official, and the fascist attempt on the life of the 

socialist student leader Rudi Dutschke in West Berlin are a logical con¬ 

sequence of the poisoned atmosphere which has been caused by the policy of 

revenge and the promotion of neo-nazism by the government of the West 

German Federal Republic. 

The systematic slanderous campaign and suppression which has for years 

been carried out by the ruling circles of the West German Federal Republic 

against communists, trade unionists, students and other anti-fascist and 

democratic forces have by now developed to the stage of street battles 
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against those resisting the emergency dictatorship. There have never been 

police outrages of such brutality and dimensions on German soil since the 

nazi era. Methods of government are employed in West Germany today 

which already brought fascism to power in Germany once. The brutality 

which the West German police uses on the instruction of the Bonn govern¬ 

ment against peaceable demonstrators who want to make use of their human 

rights makes it clear to everybody in the world how far the process of re- 

nazification has gone in the West German Federal Republic. 

The police actions are modelled on the fascist pattern and are under the 

command of senior police officers who had played an active part in the sup¬ 

pressive machinery of Hitlerite fascism. 

Because of this increasing terror the prerequisites have been eliminated for 

the exercise of the elementary democratic rights of the citizens of West 

Germany. The government of the West German Federal Republic uses means 

of political power against the exercise of one of the most elementary demo¬ 

cratic rights of citizens to resist the on-coming threat of fascism. It is the 

mere logical consequence of such a political development that already now 

democratically minded citizens in West Germany can no longer make use of 

the right to free expression, free assembly etc. without brutal police persecu¬ 

tion or even the fear of fascist attempts on their lives. The anti-facist and 

democratic forces resisting such a development and defending the human 

rights proclaimed by the United Nations deserve international support. 

The policy of the government of the West German Federal Republic, which 

promotes the propagation of the evil fascist spirit and the activities of the 

neo-nazi National Democratic Party (NPD) is aimed against security in 

Europe and against world peace. This policy grossly violates the UN Charter, 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other UN decisions. 

The government of the West German Federal Republic and the Senate of 

the independent political entity of West Berlin, furthering this neo-nazi 

development, disregard the resolution of the twenty-second session of the 

UN General Assembly of 18 December 1967 on "Measures to be taken 

against Nazism and racial intolerance" (Res. 2331/XXII) and the analogous 

resolution of the twenty-fourth session of the UN Commission on Human 

Rights of 8 March 1968 (Res. 15/XXIV). 

The Government of the GDR advocates the implementation also in West 

Germany of the human rights proclaimed by the United Nations,- it is 

certain that this is in full agreement with the United Nations resolutions and 

the aspirations of the peoples. 

As the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights put 

it-human rights are universal. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

expressly states that in the application of human rights no distinction shall 

56 



be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of 

the country to which a person belongs. Counter to that run as yet the limita¬ 

tions for an accession to the UN human rights conventions which hamper the 

universal application of the human rights conventions and contradict the 

world-wide humanistic objective of these conventions. The GDR Govern¬ 

ment, therefore, holds that it is time and would be in harmony with the noble 

objectives of the International Year for Human Rights to remove these 

limitations to the accession to the human rights conventions and to bring the 

conditions for accession in line with the principles and aims of the United 

Nations Charter to enable the GDR to accede to these conventions. Such 

approach would also accord with the tasks set forth in item 11 (g) of the 

preliminary agenda for the International Conference on Human Rights. 

The Government of the GDR expresses the hope that the International 

Conference on Human Rights will work for the universal validity, imple¬ 

mentation and safeguarding of human rights. Simultaneously, it reaffirms its 

readiness to make a constructive contribution to the implementation of 

human rights and humanism throughout the world on the basis of equality 

and mutual respect. 

Berlin, 24 April 1968 



Statement ot the Ministry ot Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Re¬ 

public to the Forty-Fourth Session of the United Nations Economic and 

Social Council on the consideration of measures to be taken against nazism 

and racial intolerance 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic wel¬ 

comes it on behalf of the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

that the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its forty- 

fourth session will discuss measures to be taken against nazism and racial 

intolerance. The vital importance of this question affecting the peace and the 

security of all peoples causes the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to set forth the 

viewpoint of the German Democratic Republic on that question. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is in agreement with 

resolution 15 (XXIV) adopted at the twenty-fourth session of the United 

Nations Commission on Human Rights on 8 March 1968 which, guided by 

resolution 2331 adopted at the twenty-second session of the United Nations 

General Assembly on 18 December 1967, resolutely condemned nazism and 

other ideologies which are based on racial intolerance and terror as a gross 

violation of human rights and the principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations and as a serious threat to world peace and the security of peoples. 

It is indispensable that effective measures should be taken against these anti- 

humanistic ideologies banned by the peoples and the United Nations, as was 

expressly demanded by the International Conference on Human Rights recent¬ 

ly held in Teheran, all the more so as in the recent past these ideologies have 

in some countries to an alarming extent gained again in scope and influence. 

The crimes perpetrated by German nazism in the Second World War have 

brought untold sufferings to the peoples. Any resurgence of nazism is a 

challenge to peace-loving mankind. Following the will of the peoples who 

shed their blood in the struggle against Hitlerite fascism, the States of the 

anti-Hitler coalition solemnly resolved as a result of the Second World War 

to extirpate German nazism and militarism and to ensure that Germany will 

never again be able to threaten her neighbours or world peace. Both German 

States bear a special responsibility for fulfilling the legacy of the victims of 

nazism. They are in a high measure responsible that nazism and militarism 

be removed from German soil and that these scourges of humanity be not 

permitted to rise again and bring new mischief to the peoples. 
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On various occasions the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

informed the United Nations General Assembly, ECOSOC, the Commission 

on Human Rights and the Secretary-General of the United Nations about the 

measures taken in the German Democratic Republic against nazism and 

towards the prosecution of nazi war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Today, no State can call in question that the German Democratic Republic, 

one of the successor States of the former German Reich, has fully lived up to 

its historical responsibility. The new Constitution of the German Democratic 

Republic, which became effective on 9 April 1968 after a plebiscite, starts 

from this indisputable fact. Article 6 of this Constitution says that "the 

German Democratic Republic, faithful to the interests of the German people 

and the international obligation of all Germans, has eradicated German 

militarism and nazism on its territory". "Militarist and revanchist propa¬ 

ganda in any form, war-mongering and the manifestation of hatred against 

creeds, races and nations are punished as crimes" under the provisions of the 

Constitution. 

The German Democratic Republic is the anti-nazi German State which has 

furnished proof that nazism and militarism are not a German hereditary 

disease. 

The alarmingly growing activity of nazi and militarist forces in the other 

German State, the West German Federal Republic, fills the people and the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic, the public and the Gov¬ 

ernments of many other countries with great concern. The recent elections 

to the Laender parliaments in the West German Federal Republic have 

clearly and alarmingly demonstrated to the international public that in West 

Germany a party which is openly nazi-the "National Democratic Party of 

Germany" (NPD)-is allowed to be active without restrictions and is rapidly 

gaining influence. Judging by the record of its leaders, its stated objectives 

and its ideology it is the successor to Hitler's fascist party. 

Even the Government of the West German Federal Republic could not 

help pointing out in a report of its Interior Ministry entitled "Rechtsradika- 

lismus in der Bundesrepublik im Jahre 1967" (Right-wing Extremism in the 

Federal Republic in 1967) "that the NPD has become a manifestation of 

German right-wing extremism which must be taken seriously". The report 

continues: "In view of its history, its ideology, its objectives and its leader¬ 

ship the party is clearly on the extreme right." "Its objective is the rebirth of 

the Reich in 'its integrated settlement area', which the NPD considers to 

include not only everything within the borders of 1937, but 'at the least' also 

the Sudetenland, Danzig, West Prussia and the Memel area." The report also 

says: "Again and again the official statements of the Party show clear indica¬ 

tions of sympathy for the nazi ideology and efforts to justify national social- 

59 



ism." The NPD described Hitler's inhuman racial laws as "the bad aspect of 

a good aim: the biological self-determination and survival of the German 

people". 

This characterization of the NPD, coming from the NPD itself, ought to be 

reason enough for the West German Government to outlaw this party of neo¬ 

nazism. But, on the contrary, the West German Federal Government, far 

from drawing this necessary conclusion, is anxious to deny before the inter¬ 

national public the growing influence of neo-nazism in the Federal Republic 

and to minimize the grave dangers arising from it. 

Scarcely four years after its founding, the NPD has achieved such election 

returns as the Hitler party could boast only after ten years of existence. In 

elections to seven Laender parliaments it has so far polled almost 2 million 

votes. Even at this stage, the NPD is represented with sixty deputies in these 

parliaments. 

In Baden-Wiirttemberg, a state which on the part of West Germany is 

considered to be the least susceptible to trends of right-wing extremism, this 

neo-nazi party polled last April 9.8 per cent, i. e. the highest percentage of 

votes it received in all recent elections for Laender parliaments. This result 

corresponds to the percentage of votes which the Hitler party received in 

Baden-Wiirttemberg in 1930-less than three years before Hitler came to 

power. 

The NPD is linked by innumerable threads with the present social, political 

and military conditions in the Federal Republic. Thirty per cent of the NPD's 

registered members are office workers and public servants; 20 per cent are 

active officers and soldiers or members of the reserve. 

Especially alarming is also the fact that more than one third of all NPD 

members are young people who acquired their nazi outlook not under the 

Hitlerite regime. The mental attitude of this youth is a result of the fact that 

nazi ideology continues to have great influence in public instruction and 

education and in the forming of public opinion. 

The NPD receives financial grants from former financiers of Hitler-from 

concerns of West German big business-and directly from the West German 

State under the "Law on Political Parties" of 24 July 1967. Prominent politi¬ 

cians of the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) 

government parties, like the Secretary-General of the CDU, Federal Minister 

for Family Affairs Heck, and the President of the West German Bundestag, 

Gerstenmaier,have already intimated that when occasion arises they consider 

a coalition of their party with the new Hitler party possible. The interplay of 

the NPD and the CSU, the latter of which is led by West German Finance 

Minister Franz-Josef Strauss, has in Bavaria already reached the stage of 

joint electoral arrangements. 
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It would be wrong to assume that neo-nazism in West Germany finds its 

expression only in the NPD. The main force of neo-nazism is represented by 

the former members of the NSDAP in government offices and administrative 

authorities, in the judiciary, the police, the so-called "Office for the Protec¬ 

tion of the Constitution", the Bundeswehr officers' corps, the revanchist 

associations and in key positions of the economy. Even members of the West 

German Government were active members of the Nazi Party and helped 

prepare the ground for racial intolerance with all its horrible consequences. 

In many government offices even such former active nazis hold positions 

who committed atrocious crimes as members of the criminal SS and other 

organizations. 

Re-nazification in West Germany is also reflected in the monopolization of 

the press in the hands of right-wing extremists, and in the broad propagation 

of militarist and fascist literature published on a mass scale by more than 

100 publishing houses. 

It would be a careless fallacy, too, to put the NPD on an equal footing with 

radical right-wing groupings in other States. The great danger to peace and 

security arising from the existence and activity of the neo-nazi NPD is mainly 

due to the fact that it is developing in a State which is the only one in Europe 

that pursues a policy of conquest, raises territorial claims, wants to change 

the status quo in its favour and strives for hegemony on the European 

continent. The NPD achieves its successes in a country in which the same 

imperialist forces which already once helped nazism into power hold key 

positions of command in state and economy and pursue again expansionist 

aims. 

The NPD is but one-although the least concealed-manifestation of a 

development in the West German State at the root of which clearly lies the 

fact that in breach of the Potsdam Agreement nazism and militarism were 

not extirpated in West Germany after the Second World War. Neo-nazism is 

prospering in West Germany on the ground of an aggressively revanchist 

and expansionist policy. In propagating the evil spirit of nazism the old and 

new nazis base themselves on the fact that the Government of the West 

German Federal Republic has itself raised the revision of the results of the 

Second World War to the level of official policy. Not only the CDU/CSU, but 

likewise the leaders of the Social Democratic Party-despite all their assev¬ 

erations alleging that West German foreign policy was pursuing peaceful 

intentions-cling to the aggressive pretension to represent the whole of 

Germany, which is directed against the sovereign German Democratic Re¬ 

public. They refuse to recognize the frontiers of European States and strive 

for access to nuclear weapons. 

The NPD draws support and official justification for its immoderate ter- 
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ritorial claims and demands for power from the far-reaching conception of 

the ruling circles of the West German Federal Republic, as set forth in detail 

by Franz-Josef Strauss, Minister of Finance in the present Government and 

CSU Chairman, in his book "Entwurf fur Europa". To justify his demand for 

a “Europe which is to extend from the Atlantic to the Bug river and to the 

Black Sea" he argues that "German policy needs a European setting". This 

is the continuation of the imperialist German striving after more living space 

and hegemony which failed twice already, bringing untold sufferings to the 

German and other peoples. 

In their aspirations the neo-nazi forces also profit by the fact that in line 

with its expansive foreign policy the West German Government pursues a 

reactionary domestic policy aimed at repressing democratically-minded and 

peace-loving citizens. While the nazi NPD is being tolerated and encouraged 

by the organs of the West German State, the Communist Party and other 

anti-nazi and democratic organizations are banned. While old and new nazis 

enjoy every kind of support, those standing up against nazism and war 

preparations, for peace and democracy, are being persecuted. Indicative of 

this are the recent brutal actions of the police against demonstrating workers, 

students and pupils. Arbitrary police action and instigation for pogroms have 

created an atmosphere which already encourages neo-nazi elements to resort 

to murder and acts of violence against representatives of the democratic 

opposition. 

The neo-nazis also welcome the so-called emergency legislation and 

emergency constitution, the preparation of which is being stepped up at 

present and which are aimed at abolishing the democratic rights of the 

citizens and paving the way for the establishment of an open dictatorship. 

Against the background of changed conditions and circumstances a dan¬ 

gerous development, which was also characteristic of the last years of the 

Weimar Republic, is at present repeating itself in West Germany. Just as in 

the Weimar Republic a reactionary police and judiciary applied the "Law for 

the Protection of the Republic" of 18 July 1922 chiefly against anti-fascist 

democratic forces, and just as the policy of emergency decrees paved Hitler's 

road to the nazi dictatorship it is today the suppression of the anti-nazi and 

democratic forces and the emergency laws which present alarming parallels 

with Hitler's "Enabling Law" of 24 March 1933 and prepares the ground for 

re-nazification in the West German Federal Republic. 

The encouragement and promotion of neo-nazism is also obvious from a 

large number of other legislative acts of the West German Federal Republic. 

For example, the West German Bundestag, in contradiction to several re¬ 

solutions of the United Nations General Assembly and ECOSOC, adopted 

an 25 March 1965 the "Law on the Determination of Penal Terms of Limita- 
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tion" under which all nazi and war crimes are to be statute-barred as from 

31 December 1969. 

The neo-nazi development in West Germany goes hand in hand with West 

German government support for racism and colonialism. The Government of 

the West German Federal Republic is today one of the most reliable political, 

economic and military pillars of the apartheid regime in the Republic of 

South Africa, the racist regime in Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonial 

regimes in Angola and Mozambique. This can again be seen from the report 

of the United Nations Secretary-General of 30 November 1967 with respect 

to the fulfilment of decision 232 (1966) of the Security Council concerning 

Rhodesia (document S/7781/Add. 4), concerning Portugal from United 

Nations document A/AC. 109/L. 388/Add. 1 and concerning the Republic of 

South Africa from United Nations document A/6818. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic hold 

the view that it is a precept of the hour to call a halt to the nazi develop¬ 

ment in West Germany which is disastrous to the peace and security of the 

peoples. 

In the light of the alarming development of the evil neo-nazi spirit in 

West Germany and the attempts increasingly to spread neo-nazism from 

there to the independent political entity of West Berlin, which is situated in 

the midst of the German Democratic Republic, the Government of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic, acting in accordance with its obligations under 

international law, has taken the necessary measures in order to prevent any 

further misuse for neo-nazi and revanchist purposes of the routes leading to 

and from West Berlin. The peaceful, economic and cultural external relations 

of West Berlin are in no way impaired by such action. 

In accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the 

spirit of the draft resolution submitted to the forty-fourth session of 

ECOSOC, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs demands on behalf of the German 

Democratic Republic Government that measures be taken without delay in 

West Germany "to outlaw groups and organizations which are disseminating 

propaganda for nazism, the policy of apartheid and other forms of racial 

intolerance, and to prosecute them in courts", and "to strive for the eradica¬ 

tion, once and for all, of nazi and similar ideologies and practices, which are 

based on racial intolerance and terror". To this end it is necessary that the 

agreements of the anti-Hitler coalition concerning the elimination of nazism 

and militarism are finally also fulfilled in West Germany as it was done in 

the German Democratic Republic long ago. The peace and security of the 

peoples demand from the West German Federal Republic to remove nazi and 

war criminals from their posts and punish them justly, to outlaw all nazi, 

militarist and revanchist organizations and to declare punishable the dis- 
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semination of nazi and militarist ideologies and of war propaganda and 

racial intolerance. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 

expresses the conviction that the adoption of the draft resolution "Measures 

to be taken against nazism and racial intolerance" now before the forty- 

fourth session of ECOSOC will be an important step towards the extirpation 

of nazism and racial intolerance. The German Democratic Republic is pre¬ 

pared to make its contribution to this humanistic concern which deeply 

affects all peoples and States. 

Berlin, 15 May 1968 



Letter of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 

Otto Winzer, to Secretary General U Thant of the United Nations stating the 

readiness of the German Democratic Republic to accede to the UN conven¬ 

tions in the field of human rights 

I have the honour to inform you on behalf of the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic that, on the motion of the Government, the Council of 

State of the German Democratic Republic has declared the readiness of the 

German Democratic Republic on 20 September 1968 to accede to the Inter¬ 

national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Inter¬ 

national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 December 1966, 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that 

this decision taken in full agreement with Resolution 2337 (XXII) of the United 

Nations General Assembly of 18 December 1967 corresponds with the spirit 

of the International Year for Human Rights proclaimed by the United Na¬ 

tions and with the United Nations General Assembly's repeated call for the 

universal signing and application of the above-mentioned covenants. 

Permit me. Excellency, in this connection also to refer to my letter of 

15 September 1966 addressed to you which stated the German Democratic 

Republic's preparedness on principle to accede to the following United Na¬ 

tions conventions in the field of human rights: 

- the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination; 

- the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide; 

- the Convention on the Political Rights of Women; 

- the Convention against Discrimination in Education (UNESCO) ; 

- the Convention on the Abolition of Forced Labour (ILO) ; 

- the Convention concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and 

Occupation (ILO); 

- the Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women 

Workers for Work of Equal Value (ILO); 

- the Convention concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the 

Right to Organize (ILO) ; 

- the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave 

Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery. 
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At the same time the German Democratic Republic again declares its prepar¬ 

edness to comply with the request of the United Nations General Assembly 

for an early ratification of these conventions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that 

it would correspond with the lofty aims of the International Year for Human 

Rights proclaimed by the United Nations Organization and with the "Procla¬ 

mation of Teheran" of the United Nations Conference on Human Rights of 

13 May 1968 if the restrictive conditions of accession to the respective United 

Nations conventions were amended and harmonized with the principles and 

objectives of the United Nations. It is inconsistent with the basic principles 

of the United Nations, among them in particular the principle of universality 

as anchored in the UN Charter as well as the world-wide humanitarian 

objectives of the conventions in the field of human rights, if their universal 

application is substantially hampered by unjustified restrictive conditions of 

accession. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic therefore expresses 

the expectation that with a view to ensuring the success of the world-wide 

efforts for maintaining and safeguarding peace and for the political, eco¬ 

nomic, cultural and social cooperation of the states and peoples, the restric¬ 

tive conditions regarding accession to the above-mentioned United Nations 

conventions will be abolished in order to make participation possible for all 

states. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the efforts of the United Na¬ 

tions Organization to expedite the development of domestic legislation in the 

field of human rights. A clear expression of that is the socialist Constitution 

of the German Democratic Republic which entered into force on 9 April 1968 

following a democratic plebiscite and which, like numerous specific laws of 

the German Democratic Republic, guarantees in a comprehensive way that 

the United Nations conventions in the field of human rights are implemented 

in the German Democratic Republic. 

I ask Your Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of all member-states 

of the United Nations Organization. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

Berlin, 9 October 1968 



Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 
Twenty-Third Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the Agenda 
Item "Question of the Punishment of War Criminals and of Persons Who 
Have Committed Crimes against Humanity" 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has noted with satisfac¬ 

tion that the United Nations General Assembly, at its twenty-second session, 

has decided by a great majority in its Resolution 2338 of 18 December 1967, 

" to give high priority to the completion of the draft Convention on the non¬ 

applicability of statutory limitations to war crimes and crimes against 

humanity with a view to its adoption at its twenty-third session''. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has carefully studied 

the draft Convention on the non-applicability of statutory limitations to war 

crimes and crimes against humanity (document A/C.3/L. 1503) submitted by 

the Joint Working Group of the Third and Sixth Committees of the twenty- 

second session of the United Nations General Assembly and fully agrees 

to the principle affirmed in this document that there will be no period of 

limitation for the prosecution and punishment of war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. 

Adoption of this draft Convention would affirm the binding nature of the 

principle in valid international law according to which all states without 

exception are obliged to trace, prosecute and adequately punish, through the 

competent courts, war criminals and persons who have committed crimes 

against humanity, regardless of the time at which these crimes were com¬ 

mitted. This cogent rule of international law (jus cogens), as reflected in the 

present draft Convention, must not in any way be restricted in its effective¬ 

ness. 

In previous years the Government of the German Democratic Republic has 

repeatedly informed the United Nations about its basic attitude towards the 

prosecution and punishment of nazi and war criminals and about the meas¬ 

ures carried out in this respect by the government bodies and courts of the 

German Democratic Republic. The Government of the German Democratic 

Republic reaffirms its view that the unlimited prosecution of all nazi and war 

crimes is an essential prerequisite to preventing similar crimes in future and, 

therefore, constitutes an important contribution to safeguarding peace. It 

states its readiness to accede, as soon as possible, the the Convention on the 
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non-applicability of statutory limitations to war crimes and crimes against 

humanity on the basis of the present draft (document A/C.3/L. 1503). The 

unrelenting prosecution of all nazi and war crimes in the German Democratic 

Republic is an expression of the German Democratic Republic's principled 

policy aimed at preserving and safeguarding peace. Acting from a sense of 

national responsibility and carrying out the international obligations deriving 

from the Potsdam Agreement and other documents of international law, the 

German Democratic Republic has extirpated imperialism, militarism and 

fascism, which are the breeding-ground of crimes against peace and human¬ 

ity, and has established an anti-fascist and democratic social system which 

once and for all precludes any repetition of these crimes. The German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic has, in complete conformity with the principles of inter¬ 

national law affirmed in Resolution 2338 (XXII) of the United Nations 

General Assembly, laid down the following in its new Constitution of 8 April 

1968: 

“The generally accepted norms of international law relating to the punish¬ 

ment of crimes against peace and humanity and of war crimes are directly 

valid law. Crimes of this kind do not fall under the statute of limitations." 

This constitutional principle was specified in the Penal Code of the German 

Democratic Republic which came into force on 1 July 1968. In conformity 

with the Charter of the International Military Tribunal of Nuremberg of 

8 August 1945 and other relevant international agreements. Chapter 1 of the 

Special Section of the Penal Code defines the constituent facts of crimes 

against peace, humanity and war crimes. Paragraph 84 of the Penal Code 

univocally stipulates that "crimes against peace, humanity and human rights, 

and war crimes" do not fall under the statute of limitations. 

Consistently applying this principle, the introductory law to the Penal 

Code explicitly provides that such crimes, if "committed before the Penal 

Code came into force, shall continue to be subject to prosecution on the basis 

of regulations of international law." 

Incidentally, these new legal provisions fully correspond to what the gov¬ 

ernment bodies and courts in the German Democratic Republic have prac¬ 

ticed since its founding. 

Strictly adhering to the principle of not applying statutory limitations to 

nazi and war crimes, government bodies of the German Democratic Republic 

have again recently brought to trial and justly punished a number of nazi 

and war criminals who had been evading prosecution for more than two 

decades, among them Rudolf Zimmermann, an agent of the fascist security 

police who committed war crimes and crimes against humanity among the 

Polish civilian population. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic regards it as its 
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obligation to draw again the attention of the General Assembly to the fact 

that unlike this the government of the West German Federal Republic 

refuses on principle to meet the obligation it has in international law to 

prosecute and punish nazi and war criminals in a comprehensive way. 

Although it is fully aware of their criminal record, the West German govern¬ 

ment, now as before, retains far more than 2,300 nazi and war criminals, and 

persons who are heavily incriminated by their nazi background in influential 

positions of the West German state. 

The German Democratic Republic has always considered it its right and 

duty to do everything in its power in order to ensure that these nazi and war 

criminals, who live unmolested in West Germany, are also justly punished. 

Thus, since 1955, the German Democratic Republic has disclosed the names 

of altogether 1,583 former jurists at nazi special courts who are back in 

office in the West German Federal Republic. Since 1959, the government 

bodies of the German Democratic Republic have transmitted to the legal 

administrative bodies of the West German Federal Republic more than 8,000 

original documents and photostat copies on nazi and war criminals living in 

West Germany. In addition, more than 2,000 death sentences from the time 

of Hitler fascism, violating international law and in which nazi jurists co¬ 

operated who are back in office in West Germany, were sent to the com¬ 

petent authorities of the West German Federal Republic. In more than 200 

proceedings against nazi and war criminals which had to be instituted by the 

legal administrative bodies of the West German Federal Republic on account 

of the comprehensive evidence furnished by the German Democratic Repub¬ 

lic and other states, and because of the articulate demands of world public 

opinion, the German Democratic Republic has granted legal assistance by 

providing documents, witnesses and experts. 

Although, on the basis of the comprehensive evidence provided by the 

German Democratic Republic, the guilt of many nazi and war criminals liv¬ 

ing in West Germany was univocally established, the legal administrative 

bodies of the West German Federal Republic failed to evaluate the offered 

documents and the witness and expert evidence on the basis of the consti¬ 

tuent facts of crimes against peace, humanity and war crimes as cogently 

prescribed by international law. In many cases the West German legal ad¬ 

ministrative bodies even suppressed or rejected evidence offered by the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic without closely studying it, thus deliberately pre¬ 

venting the just punishment of nazi and war criminals. 

Evidently, a major reason is that in the West German Federal Republic 

those aggressive forces who earlier represented the economic, political and 

military supports of the Hitler regime and who are mainly responsible for 

the Second World War are again exercising decisive influence. 
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As West German Federal Chancellor Kiesinger expressly stated, the ruling 

circles in the West German Federal Republic want to revise the status quo in 

Europe. They are calling in question the frontiers established in Europe as a 

result of the Second World War and want to gain access to nuclear weapons 

in order to enforce their aggressive policy. This policy of the government of 

the West German Federal Republic provides direct encouragement to the 

openly neo-nazi forces in West Germany which, as follows from the growth 

of the West German nazi party NPD, are increasingly gaining influence in 

the public life of the West German Federal Republic. In this connection, the 

Government of the GDR points to its statement on the agenda item "Meas¬ 

ures to be taken against nazism and racial intolerance" of the twenty-third 

session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

Now as before the West German Federal Republic stubbornly clings to 

its law of 13 April 1965 which is incompatible with international law and 

according to which by the end of the year of 1969 even the gravest nazi and 

war crimes shall fall under the statute of limitation. The West German gov¬ 

ernment is fully aware of the fact that by no means all nazi and war crimes 

in West Germany will have been atoned for by then. Thus the West German 

Minister of Justice openly stated on 10 August 1968: 

"But, the expectation . . . that the clearing-up of all murders committed 

under the national socialist regime might be completed by the end of 

1969 will not be met... It proves impracticable to conduct all investiga¬ 

tions, till the end of next year, up to a point where court injunctions can 

be imposed on all murder suspects concerned, which would lead to an 

interruption of the period of limitation." 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers it necessary 

to draw the attention of the United Nations General Assembly to the fact that 

influential forces in the West German government are seeking to complicate 

or prevent the realization of a convention on the non-applicability of statu¬ 

tory limitations to war crimes and crimes against humanity. In gross dis¬ 

regard of the call upon all states contained in Resolution 2338 (XXII) of the 

United Nations General Assembly, not to take any measures which might 

run counter to the principles and objectives of a convention on the non¬ 

applicability of statutory limitations to war crimes and crimes against hu¬ 

manity, influential members of the West German government are deliberately 

stirring up a wave of nationalism in order to mobilize sections of the West 

German people against those democratic forces which stand up for an unlim¬ 

ited prosecution and just punishment of all nazi and war criminals. Thus the 

West German Minister of Finance and Chairman of the CSU government 

party, Strauss, not only rejected the principle of not applying statutory lim¬ 

itations, but also objected to the possibility of a prolongation of the period 
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of limitation for nazi and war criminals in the West German Federal Repub¬ 

lic. Strauss said, one could not "over many decades" stage "permanent puri¬ 

fication proceedings". Moreover, the "German people's will to self-assertion 

would be affected" by further proceedings against nazi and war criminals. 

These monstrous assertions by one of the leading members of the govern¬ 

ment of the West German Federal Republic constitute a gross defamation of 

all anti-fascist and democratic forces. In both the West German Federal 

Republic and the German Democratic Republic it was and continues to be 

a binding lesson taught by two world wars as well as an inescapable obliga¬ 

tion in international law to severely punish all nazi and war criminals. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its view 

as expressed in its statement to the twenty-third session of the United Na¬ 

tions Human Rights Commission that the universal character of the principle 

of the non-applicability of statutory limitations to crimes against peace, war 

crimes and crimes against humanity, to be confirmed in the convention, re¬ 

quires that all states without exception be given the opportunity to join this 

convention or declare their accession to it. 

The world-wide and unrelenting prosecution and punishment of all crimes 

against peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity - regardless of when 

they were committed-is not only an essential prerequisite for protecting 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, but is at the same time a necessary 

step to secure peace and develop peaceful cooperation among all states. 

Berlin, 2 October 1968 



Statement ot the Government ot the German Democratic Republic to the 

Twenty-Third Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the Agenda 

Item "Measures to Be Taken Against Nazism and Racial Intolerance" 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic assents with satisfac¬ 

tion to Resolution 1335 (XLIV) adopted at the forty-fourth session of the 

United Nations Economic and Social Council on 31 May 1968 and to the 

Resolution of the Teheran Conference on Human Rights of 11 May 1968 

(Doc. A/Conf. 32/41) on "Measures to Be Taken Against Nazism and Racial 

Intolerance", which resolutely condemn nazism and neo-nazism and other 

ideologies based on racial intolerance and terror denouncing them as a 

gross violation of human rights and the principles of the United Nations 

Charter and as a serious threat to world peace and the security of the 

peoples. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the dis¬ 

cussion of this very important question at the Twenty-Third Session of the 

UN General Assembly. The inclusion of this item in the agenda of the UN 

General Assembly stresses that the peoples of the world are not willing to 

admit that the nazi ideology and policy, for the destruction of which man¬ 

kind has made immeasurable sacrifices during the Second World War, are 

going to gain influence again. It is all the more indispensable to take ef¬ 

fective measures against these anti-humanistic ideologies of nazism, neo¬ 

nazism and other manifestations of racial intolerance outlawed by the 

peoples and the United Nations, since recently these ideologies have to an 

alarming extent gained again in scope and influence and constitute a serious 

danger to peace and the security of the peoples. 

Any resurgence of nazism is a challenge to all peaceloving people. Com¬ 

plying with the will of the peoples the states of the anti-Hitler coalition 

solemnly agreed as a result of the Second World War to extirpate German 

nazism and militarism and to ensure that Germany will never again be able 

to threaten her neighbours or world peace. The German Democratic Republic 

and the West German Federal Republic, therefore, bear a special responsibil¬ 

ity for fulfilling the legacy of the victims of nazism, that nazism and mili¬ 

tarism are removed from German soil and that these scourges of mankind 

are not permitted to rise again and bring new disaster to the peoples. 
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The German Democratic Republic has fulfilled the obligations of the 

Potsdam Agreement. That finds its clear expression in the Constitution 

adopted by a plebiscite on 6 April 1968 which states in Article 6: “The Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic, faithful to the interests of the German people and 

the international obligations of all Germans, has eradicated German mili¬ 

tarism and nazism on its territory, and pursues a foreign policy serving peace 

and socialism, international friendship and security. Militarist and revanchist 

propaganda in all forms, war-mongering and the manifestation of hatred 

against creeds, races and nations are punished as crimes". 

The consistent struggle of the German Democratic Republic against na¬ 

zism also becomes evident in the measures taken by the Government of the 

German Democratic Republic in accordance with international law to stop 

the entry and transit of nazis into and through the German Democratic 

Republic and in the ban on the transport of nazi publications into and 

through the territory of the German Democratic Republic. 

The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic as 

well as the public and the governments of many other states follow the 

alarmingly growing activity of nazi and militarist forces in the West German 

Federal Republic with great concern. 

The recent development in the West German Federal Republic and the 

significant neo-nazi increase in votes at several elections to the Laender par¬ 

liaments in 1967 and 1968 have clearly and alarmingly demonstrated to the 

international public that in West Germany again an openly nazi party-the 

National-Democratic Party of Germany (NPD)-can pursue its activities 

without being hindered and is rapidly gaining influence. Judging by the 

record of its leaders, its stated objectives and its ideology it is the successor 

to the fascist Hitler party. 

The Government of the West German Federal Republic has to admit in a 

report of its Interior Ministry entitled “Rechtsradikalismus in der Bundes- 

republik im Jahre 1967" (Right-wing Extremism in the Federal Republic in 

1967) "that the NPD has become a manifestation of German right-wing 

extremism which must be taken seriously." The report continues: "Again 

and again the official statements of the party contain clear indications of 

sympathy for the nazi ideology and efforts to justify national socialism. As 

regards its history, its ideology and its objectives as well as the composition 

of its leadership the party is clearly right-wing extremist. Its objective is the 

rebirth of the Reich in its 'integrated settlement area' which the party consid¬ 

ers to include not only everything within the borders of 1937, but 'at the 

least' also the Sudetenland, Danzig, Western Prussia and the Memel area." 

This clearly revanchist programme puts unconcealed territorial claims to 

the People's Republic of Poland, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. It is 
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typical for the nazi evil spirit of the neo-fascist NPD that it describes Hitler's 

inhuman racial laws as "the bad aspect of a good aim: the biological self- 

determination and survival of the German people". 

Despite the assessment by the West German Government itself and in 

spite of the fact that during the last two years the NPD succeeded in moving 

into seven West German Laender parliaments with 60 deputies and, in addi¬ 

tion, into the local parliaments with a great number of its representatives, 

the Federal Government minimizes the increasing influence of neo-nazism in 

West Germany. According to preliminary calculations today this neo-nazi 

party has polled about three million votes. That is nearly four times the 

number of votes which Hitler received in the whole of Germany five years 

before he came to power. Although the West German Government is well 

aware of these facts it refuses categorically to take steps against this party 

of neo-nazism. 

On the contrary, the NPD is to play quite a specific role. It is to be a ral¬ 

lying centre for all those forces dissatisfied with the policy of the West Ger¬ 

man Government, who disregard or fail to understand history and believe 

to change the policy merely through a renewed upsurge of nationalism and 

race hatred. 

At the same time the West German Government tries to give the impres¬ 

sion as if its objectives, in comparison with the programme of the NPD, were 

a democratic alternative deserving unreserved support. It would be extremely 

disastrous to take that at its face-value for the NPD is linked by innumer¬ 

able threads with the present social, political and military conditions in the 

Federal Republic. 30 per cent of the NPD's registered members are office 

workers and public servants, 20 per cent are active officers and soldiers or 

members of the reserve. In the Bundeswehr garrisons the increase in votes 

of the NPD is particularly high. 

Especially alarming is also the fact that more than one third of all NPD 

members are young people who acquired their nazi outlook not under the 

Hitlerite regime. More than 60 per cent of the newly admitted members in 

the second quarter of this year were younger than 40 and more than 30 per 

cent were younger than 28. The mental attitude of this youth is a result of 

the fact that in the West German Federal Republic the nazi ideology con¬ 

tinues to have great influence in public instruction and education and in the 

forming of public opinion. 

The NPD receives financial grants from former financiers of Hitler-from 

concerns of West German big business. Publications in the international 

press again and again refer in this connection to the successor companies of 

IG-Farben heavily incriminated by the production of poison gas for the nazi 

concentration camps, in particular to the Badische Anilin- und Sodafabriken 

74 



and the concern group Flick-Quant which are also responsible for the fascist 

crimes of violence and which play a leading role in the West German arma¬ 

ment production. Moreover a number of other West German big enterprises 

like the Bavarian producer of tank tracks and friend of the West German 

Finance Minister Strauss, Diehl, the Oetker concern and the owner of the 

mail-order trust “Quelle", Schickedanz, belong to the well-known financiers. 

In addition to this the Federal Government has, by the "Law on the Political 

Parties" of 24 July 1967, created all the preconditions to finance the NPD 

directly from the West German treasury. 

It would be wrong to assume that neo-nazism in West Germany finds its 

expression only in the NPD. The subversive activity of the revanchist asso¬ 

ciations which openly put their territorial claims to many European states, 

and the activities of the militarist "traditional associations" have created and 

still create a good breeding ground for the growth of neo-nazism. The main 

force of neo-nazism is represented by the former members of the fascist 

NSDAP in government offices and administrative authorities, in the judici¬ 

ary, the police, the so-called "Office for the Protection of the Constitution", 

the Bundeswehr officers' corps, the revanchist associations and in key posi¬ 

tions of economy, culture and education. Even members of the West German 

Government were active members of the nazi party and helped prepare the 

ground for racial intolerance with all its horrible consequences. In many gov¬ 

ernment offices even such former active nazis hold positions who committed 

atrocious crimes as members of the criminal SS and other organizations. 

Re-nazification in West Germany is also reflected in the monopolization 

of the press in the hands of right-wing extremists, and in the broad propaga¬ 

tion of militarist and fascist literature published on a mass scale by more 

than 100 publishing houses. 

Prominent politicians of the government parties CDU/'CSU, like CDU 

Secretary-General Heck and the President of the West German Bundestag, 

Gerstenmaier, have already intimated that they consider it possible, when 

occasion arises, to have a coalition of their party with the new Hitler party. 

The relations between the NPD and the parties represented in the West Ger¬ 

man parliament have already taken such forms that joint electoral lists were 

agreed upon between the NPD and the CDU as well as between the NPD and 

the Free Democratic Party (FDP) at the local elections in Lower Saxony of 

29 September 1968. Thus the imminent moving of the NPD into the West 

German Parliament shall be prepared and the NPD shall be made fit for a 

coalition also on the level of the Laender and the Federation. This concerted 

action of the government parties and the neo-nazi NPD also includes the 

holding of joint defamatory meetings against the German Democratic Repub¬ 

lic and other socialist countries as it happened at the beginning of September 
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this year at a revanchists' meeting held illegally in West Berlin and attended 

by ministers of the Federal Government and members of parliament of all 

parties. These examples show clearly to what an alarming extent neo-nazism 

has already established itself and has become an integral part of social life in 

the West German Federal Republic and in West Berlin. 

It would be a careless fallacy, too, to put the NPD on an equal footing 

with radical right-wing groupings in other states. The great danger to peace 

and security arising from the existence and activity of the neo-nazi NPD is 

mainly due to the fact that it is developing in a state which is the only one 

in Europe that raises territorial claims and in which the same imperialist 

forces which already once helped nazism into power hold key positions of 

command in state and economy and pursue again expansionist aims. 

The NPD is but one-although the least concealed-manifestation of a 

development in the West German state at the root of which clearly lies the 

fact that in breach of the Potsdam Agreement nazism and militarism were 

not extirpated in West Germany after the Second World War. 

Neo-nazism is prospering in West Germany on the ground of an aggres¬ 

sively revanchist and expansionist policy. The old and new nazis base 

themselves on the fact that even the coalition government of the West Ger¬ 

man Federal Republic has itself raised the revision of the results of the 

Second World War to the level of official policy. That government denies 

the existence of the German Democratic Republic and pretends to represent 

all Germans; it refuses to recognize the post-war frontiers in Europe; it re¬ 

fuses to declare the dictatorial Munich Agreement concluded contrary to 

international law as having been null and void from the very beginning; it 

refuses to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

and tries to incorporate the independent political entity of West Berlin in the 

Federal Republic. 

This aggressive programme of the West German Government includes 

also its intensified attacks on the Potsdam Agreement which provided for the 

extirpation of nazism on German soil. The attempt of the ruling circles in 

West Germany to ignore or to abolish this obligation binding under inter¬ 

national law, which came into being as a result of the destruction of Hitlerite 

fascism, is tantamount to legalizing the militarist and neo-nazi development 

in West Germany. 

The NPD draws support and official justification for its immoderate terri¬ 

torial claims and demands for power from the far-reaching conception of 

the ruling circles of the West German Federal Republic, as set forth in detail 

by Franz-Josef Strauss, Minister of Finance in the present government and 

CSU Chairman, in his book "Entwurf fur Europa". To justify his demand for 

a "Europe which is to extend from the Atlantic to the Bug river and to the 
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Black Sea” he argues that "German policy needs a European setting". This is 

the continuation of the imperialist German striving after more living space 

and hegemony which failed twice already, bringing untold sufferings to the 

German and other peoples. 

In their aspirations the neo-nazi forces also profit by the fact that in line 

with its expansive foreign policy the West German Government pursues a 

reationary domestic policy aimed at repressing democratically-minded and 

peace-loving citizens. While the nazi NPD is being tolerated and encouraged 

by the organs of the West German state, the Communist Party and other 

anti-nazi and democratic organizations are banned. While old and new nazis 

enjoy every kind of support, those standing up against nazism and war pre¬ 

parations, for peace and democracy, are being persecuted. The reactionary 

policy of the West German Government was further intensified with the 

emergency legislation and the emergency constitution which are aimed at 

abolishing the democratic rights of the citizens and which were passed by 

the Bundestag against the will of the majority of the people in May this year. 

Against the background of changed conditions and circumstances a danger¬ 

ous development, which was also characteristic of the last years of the Wei¬ 

mar Republic, is at present repeating itself in West Germany. Just as in the 

Weimar Republic a reactionary police and judiciary applied the "Law for the 

Protection of the Republic" of 18 July 1922 chiefly against anti-fascist demo¬ 

cratic forces, and just as the policy of emergency decrees paved Hitler's road 

to the nazi dictatorship it is today the suppression of the anti-nazi and demo¬ 

cratic forces and the emergency laws which present alarming parallels with 

Hitler's "Enabling Law" of 24 March 1933 and prepare the ground for re- 

nazification in the West German Federal Republic. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic hold 

the view that effective measures have to be taken immediately without delay 

in order to stop this development disastrous for peace and the security of 

the peoples. In accordance with Resolution 1335 of the forty-fourth session 

of ECOSOC, the Government of the German Democratic Republic demands 

that measures be taken without delay in West Germany "to outlaw groups 

and organizations which are disseminating propaganda for nazism, the policy 

of apartheid and other forms of racial intolerance, and to prosecute them in 

the courts," as well as "to strive for the eradication, as soon as possible and 

once and for all, of nazi and similar ideologies and practices, including apart¬ 

heid, which are based on racial intolerance and terror." 

In order to realize these lofty objectives in all respects it is necessary that 

the agreements of the anti-Hitler coalition concerning the elimination of 

nazism and militarism are finally also fulfilled in West Germany as it was 

done in the German Democratic Republic long ago. Peace and the security of 
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the peoples demand from the West German Federal Republic to remove nazi 

and war criminals from their posts and punish them justly, to outlaw all 

nazi, militarist and revanchist organizations and to declare punishable the 

dissemination of nazi and militarist ideologies as well as war propaganda 

and racial intolerance. 

In accordance with the efforts of the United Nations Organization to take 

suitable measures against nazism, neo-nazism and racial intolerance, the 

Government of the German Democratic Republic also supports fully the 

stipulations contained in the Resolution of the Teheran Conference on 

Human Rights of 11 May 1968. The view expressed in this Resolution “that 

the question of measures to be taken against nazism and racial intolerance 

should be kept under continuing review by the appropriate organs of the 

United Nations so that appropriate measures can be taken promptly as re¬ 

quired", has, in the opinion of the Government of the German Democratic 

Republic, a particular importance in order to enable the United Nations 

Organization also institutionally to initiate rapid and effective measures 

against nazism and neo-nazism which endanger world peace and the security 

of the peoples, as well as against all manifestations of racial intolerance. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expresses the con¬ 

viction that the adoption of the draft resolution on "Measures to be taken 

against nazism and racial intolerance" by the twenty-third session of the 

United Nations General Assembly will be an important step in the struggle 

against nazism and racial intolerance. The Government and the people of the 

German Democratic Republic are prepared to make their contribution to 

this humanistic concern which deeply affects all peoples and states. 

Berlin, 2 October 1968 



Memorandum of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to the 

Second Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

with reference to agenda item 9 "Trends and Problems in World Trade and 

Development" 

I 
In the four years since it began working the UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) has gained international authority. It has con¬ 

cerned itself with important problems of the present international economic 

relations and has encouraged the introduction of new, progressive principles 

as advocated by the socialist states and the developing countries. 

Mindful of this role of UNCTAD, the German Democratic Republic, too, 

has devoted particular attention to this UN body from the day it was 

founded. The Government of the German Democratic Republic has submitted 

statements on international agreements on raw materials, on its experiences 

in connection with long-term agreements with developing countries and on 

other fundamental problems to the first session of UNCTAD. In a statement 

to the nineteenth session of the UN General Assembly the Government of the 

German Democratic Republic commented on the report of the first session of 

UNCTAD welcoming its transformation into a periodic organ of the UN 

General Assembly. By sending a delegation to the second session of 

UNCTAD the Government of the German Democratic Republic underlines 

the importance it attaches to the second session of UNCTAD, too. 

II 

The policy of the German Democratic Republic, the first anti-imperialist 

German state in history, is consistently aimed at preserving and safeguard¬ 

ing peace, promoting international cooperation, and is directed against 

colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

Since the German Democratic Republic was founded in 1949, it has con¬ 

tinuously and consistently supported the struggle waged by the peoples of 

Africa, Asia and Latin America for their political and economic indepen¬ 

dence, against imperialist exploitation and oppression. Consequently, also in 

its external economic relations the German Democratic Republic does every¬ 

thing in its power to support the developing countries in their efforts to gain 

economic independence. This policy of the German Democratic Republic, 
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which is equally in line with the principles and goals of the United Nations 

Charter, the relevant resolutions of the UN General Assembly and the princi¬ 

ples of the first session of UNCTAD, corroborates the German Democratic 

Republic's claim to and demand for membership and equal cooperation in 

the UN as well as in the specialized agencies and other UN bodies, including 

UNCTAD. 

The German Democratic Republic maintains extensive trade relations with 

most of UNCTAD's member-states and will further expand its external eco¬ 

nomic relations, its trade, international cooperation and other forms of eco¬ 

nomic and scientific-technical relations. In world trade the German Democratic 

Republic occupies the 14th position. With 52 countries the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic has placed its economic relations on the basis of agreements. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic shapes its external 

economic policy consistently according to the principles of equal rights and 

mutual advantage, and develops its trade above all with those countries 

which are likewise prepared to be guided in their trade by these principles 

and respect for the sovereignty of states. This policy is in full harmony with 

the principles adopted at the first session of UNCTAD and corresponds to 

the interests of the developing countries. 

The total foreign trade of the German Democratic Republic has continu¬ 

ously gone up in recent years. In 1966, it reached a volume equivalent to 

6.3 thousand million US dollars, compared to 0.9 thousand million US dol¬ 

lars in 1950. A further increase in export sales to an equivalent of almost 

8 thousand million US dollars is envisaged by 1970. Economic cooperation 

with the developing countries is gaining in importance. From 1964 to 1966 

total foreign trade with the developing countries could be increased by 

some 70 per cent. The results obtained in trade with a number of developing 

countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America show that long-term trade agree¬ 

ments are best suited for the development of the mutual exchange of goods. 

By concluding long-term agreements the German Democratic Republic 

enables the developing countries to pay with raw materials and other inland 

commodities for machines and equipment supplied to them, and thus guaran¬ 

tees, at the same time, the purchasing of export products from these countries 

over a long period. Moreover, besides traditional inland commodities, the 

German Democratic Republic imports from the developing countries on a 

mounting scale semi-finished and finished products. 

The development of scientific-technical relations is increasingly becoming 

a feature of the cooperation between the German Democratic Republic and 

the developing countries. So far, agreements or arrangements on scientific- 

technical cooperation, vocational and workshop training and that of students 

and post-graduates have been concluded with 14 developing countries. This is 
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a clear expression of the policy of friendship and support for these countries 
in their struggle for national independence and for economic and social 
progress pursued by the German Democratic Republic. 

III 
But, contrary to international law and the principles of the UN Charter the 
German Democratic Republic, which actively supports the developing coun¬ 
tries in their struggle against colonialism and neo-colonialism and in build¬ 
ing their economies, is still denied equal participation in the work of 
UNCTAD. 

In view of the ever higher demands being made on the United Nations 
economic bodies, especially on UNCTAD, to contribute in a comprehensive 
and intensified way to economic and technical international cooperation, it 
is quite obvious that the exclusion of the German Democratic Republic, just 
as that of a number of other socialist states, constitutes an act of discrimina¬ 
tion directed against the peaceful cooperation among states, against the 
principle of universality anchored in the UN Charter, and against UNCTAD's 
own objectives. At the same time, this discriminatory practice gravely 
prejudices the interests of the developing countries which in their policies are 
guided by the idea of universal international economic cooperation. 

If the German Democratic Republic were admitted for equal cooperation 
into UNCTAD, this would considerably strengthen those forces which stand 
up for the political and economic equality of the developing countries within 
the international division of labour, and for removing discriminatory 
practices and obstacles from international economic relations. 

IV 

It is especially in UNCTAD that the close interrelationship between the level 
reached in world-wide political cooperation and the promotion of the eco¬ 
nomic construction in the developing countries is clearly visible. However, the 
stepped-up armaments policy of imperialist states, especially the USA and 
West Germany, results in ever new increases being made in financial and 
material spending on the preparation and implementation of aggressions. This 
abominable policy finds its clearest expression in the dirty war waged by 
the USA against the Vietnamese people and the occupation by Israel of part 
of the territory of independent Arab states. The Government of the German 
Democratic Republic most emphatically condemns the barbarous US aggres¬ 
sion in Vietnam and also demands the immediate withdrawal of the Israeli 
aggressor troops from Arab territory. 

The West German Federal Republic whose government, as is known, 
refuses to recognise the present frontiers in Europe, has already spent 
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enormous sums in the form of arms expenditure in order to push through its 

policy aimed at changing the territorial status quo in Europe. Whereas, 

during the period from 1964 to 1967 it was 75.6 thousand million marks, the 

amount is to go up in the years from 1968 till 1971 to at least about 77 thou¬ 

sand million marks. Added up, the two sums amount to 152.6 thousand mil¬ 

lion marks, which is equivalent to 38.1 thousand million US dollars. Such an 

armaments policy is greatly at variance with the requirements of interna¬ 

tional cooperation. 

In 1966 and 1967, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

proposed several times to the Government of the West German Federal Re¬ 

public to agree, within the framework of a programme for the normalization 

of the relations between the two German states, among other things, that 

both states should pledge themselves to cut military expenditure by half. In 

his address on New Year's Eve of 1967 the Chairman of the Council of State 

of the German Democratic Republic enlarged this proposal to include 

negotiations between the governments of the two German states on their 

complete disarmament. In accordance with the “Declaration on the con¬ 

version to peaceful needs of the resources released by disarmament" (Reso¬ 

lution 1837/XVII), adopted by the seventeenth session of the UN General 

Assembly, the Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the 

view that if this proposal were carried into effect a major part of the 

resources released could be used to support the developing countries in their 

economic construction. In this way the Government of the West German 

Federal Republic could make a serious contribution to the second session of 

UNCTAD. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic at the same time 

states that the West German Government's policy of threatening, contrary to 

international law, those developing countries which intend to establish normal 

relations with the German Democratic Republic with the suspension of 

“development aid" and other economic sanctions, constitutes an intervention 

in their internal affairs and a violation of the general principles and recom¬ 

mendations of the first session of UNCTAD, especially of the General Prin¬ 

ciple No. 1 and the Recommendation A.IV.3 "Aims of international financial 

and technical cooperation". 

Also in its foreign trade practice the West German Federal Republic 

violates the general principles of the first session of UNCTAD. Contrary to 

the interests of the developing countries, state monopoly capitalism in West 

Germany especially encourages the domestic production of commodities 

which are included in the export programme of the developing countries. It 

does so on such a scale that the sales possibilities of the developing coun¬ 

tries are gravely impaired. Moreover, the West German Federal Republic 
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continues to misuse world trade, and especially the trade with the developing 

countries, in order to enforce its imperialist policy of exploitation and 

dependence. In doing so it takes advantage of factors such as its foreign 

trade surplus which increased considerably in 1967, reaching a volume 

equivalent to 4.2 thousand million US dollars. 

Furthermore, it is symptomatic of the external economic policies of the 

West German Federal Republic that it supports economically, militarily and 

politically colonial powers such as Portugal, the racialist apartheid regime 

in the Republic of South Africa, the Smith regime in Rhodesia and other 

powers which practice an imperialist neo-colonialist policy. This is clearly 

shown again by the report of the UN Secretary General of 30 November 

1967 on the observance of the Security Council Resolution 232 concerning 

Rhodesia (Doc. S/7781 Add. 4), by UN Document A/AC 109/L 388/Add. 1 

regarding Portugal and by UN Document A/6818 concerning the Republic of 

South Africa. 

V 

Since 1949, i.e. for almost 20 years, there have been existing two German 

states with differing socio-economic systems which, each on its territory, have 

exclusive authority over their economic, political and social development, 

including their external economic relations. This incontrovertible fact under¬ 

scores the necessity for full membership of the German Democratic Republic 

in UNCTAD on an equal footing. The practice hitherto applied of admitting 

but one of the German states, the capitalist West German Federal Republic, 

and the non-admission of the other, the socialist German Democratic Re¬ 

public, contradicts the universal task of UNCTAD and impairs its effective¬ 

ness. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its pre¬ 

paredness to constructively cooperate, on a basis of fully equal rights, within 

the scope of its potentialities in solving the great tasks facing UNCTAD. 

Berlin, 10 February 1968 



Statement ot the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic to President Prof. Roberto Ago of the International Conference on 

the Law of Treaties concerning the Draft Articles on the Law of Treaties 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic, in its statement of 

30 June 1967 sent to the Secretary General of the United Nations, said that 

it considers that the Draft Articles on the Law of Treaties worked out by the 

United Nations International Law Commission as a whole are a suitable basis 

for a favourable settlement of this important matter. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 

desirous of helping towards the conclusion of a general multilateral Con¬ 

vention on the Law of Treaties, which is of equal importance to every state, 

submits to the International Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Law of 

Treaties its viewpoint on the following problems of the present Draft 

Articles: 

Treaties governed by international law are now the major legal instrument 

to develop friendly relations among all states irrespective of their political 

or social system; and, consequently, they essentially contribute towards 

international cooperation, towards safeguarding and strengthening peace and 

international security. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic therefore welcomes the confirmation in Article 5 of the 

present Draft of the principle that every state is capable of concluding 

treaties. This provision is in line with the generally recognised principles of 

international law, in particular the principle of the sovereign equality of 

states, and is a basic prerequisite for the development of peaceful and last¬ 

ing international relations. 

The capacity and, thus, the right of every state to conclude treaties with 

other states and be a party to general multilateral treaties are a constituent 

part of, and a consequence from, the generally recognised principles of inter¬ 

national law. They exist irrespective of whether a particular state is generally 

recognised or not or what the volume of its diplomatic relations is. The 

contractual practice of states fully bears out this view. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR holds that this practice, which 

is in line with the generally recognised principles of international law, should 

be taken into account in the Convention on the Law of Treaties. 
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The general multilateral treaties whose aim it is to give legal form to 

world-wide measures to preserve and ensure peace and develop international 

cooperation require the participation of all states as an important pre¬ 

requisite for the provisions of these treaties to be put into practice. The 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, therefore, 

considers it desirable and necessary that the Convention on the Law of 

Treaties expressly corroborates the right of all states to be a party to general 

multilateral treaties affecting the interests of every state. 

Article 8 of the Draft Articles on the Law of Treaties adopted in 1962 by 

the United Nations International Law Commission already provided for the 

right of every state to be a party to general multilateral treaties. This 

provision meets the requirements of practice. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic holds 

that the possibility for all states to be a party to a treaty provided for by 

various important recent treaties-such as the Treaty Banning Nuclear 

Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water, the 

Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies and 

the draft Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts 

and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space-meets the require¬ 

ments of universal cooperation between the states. The right of all states to be 

a party to general multilateral treaties should be both defined as a principle 

of the valid Law on Treaties in the Convention on the Law of Treaties and 

immediately put into practice by leaving the Convention itself open to acces¬ 

sion by all states willing to accede. All other provisions of the Convention on 

the Law of Treaties which refer to the right of states to take part in inter¬ 

national contractual relations should be laid down in accordance with this 

principle. 

The ever closer inter-governmental cooperation in various fields urgently 

requires multilateral treaties to be subsequently opened to the accession of 

states to which these treaties were originally not open. The United Nations 

International Law Commission, in Article 9 of its Draft Articles of 1962, 

proposed the subsequent opening of multilateral treaties both to make it 

easier for more states willing to accede to do so and to remove discriminat¬ 

ing clauses on participation. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic holds 

that the Convention on the Law of Treaties should include such suitable 

procedures to subsequently open multilateral treaties as take full account of 

the present and future requirements of inter-governmental cooperation and, 

at the same time, serve the strict implementation of the principle of sover¬ 

eign equality among states. According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
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the German Democratic Republic, it would facilitate the procedure of 

acceding to multilateral treaties which originally were not open to all states 

to impose on the depositary the duty to pass on to the contracting parties the 

application for accession by a state willing to accede whenever such an 

application is made to the depositary. Unless the majority of the contracting 

parties reject the application the treaty shall be open to the state willing to 

accede. 

A conscientious fulfilment by the depositaries of the particular treaties of 

their tasks is of importance for the implementation of the right of every state 

to partake in international contractual relations. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 

therefore, welcomes the provision in Article 71 of the Draft that the functions 

of the depositaries are international in character and that the depositaries 

are under an obligation to act impartially in their performance. In order to 

lawfully exclude possible discriminations against a state. Article 71 of the 

Draft should be made more specific to the effect that a depositary or depo¬ 

sitaries of a treaty should perform their functions in particular irrespective of 

whether inter-governmental relations are already in existence between that 

state and the depositary or the depositaries and irrespective of what the 

character of these relations is. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 

would further welcome it if codification could also be given in the Conven¬ 

tion on the Law of Treaties to the practice, which has been applied in several 

cases recently, under which several depositaries were appointed for a general 

multilateral treaty. All judicially relevant instruments of accession could be 

accepted by them separately with the acceptance by each one having the 

same legal effect. This provision would offer a good guaranty that illegal 

and discriminating practices are rendered ineffective from the outset and a 

really universal participation in general multilateral treaties of all states 

willing to accede is ensured. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic holds 

that the present provision in Article 72, paragraph 2, of the Draft must be 

made more specific to the effect that the presence of disagreement between 

a state and a depositary does not affect the right of that state to turn, in that 

case, to the contracting parties directly. The notification of an instrument of 

accession, ratification or any other document to the contracting parties by 

the state willing to accede should, in that case, have the same legal effect 

as the fulfilment of this task by the depositary would have had. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 

regards the provision of the Draft Articles on the invalidity of any treaty 

contradicting a peremptory norm of international law (jus cogens) as one of 
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the main principles of valid international law. According to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, the peremptory norms 

of international law (jus cogens), from which states must not deviate in their 

mutual relations, include, above all, the generally recognised principles of 

international law laid down in the United Nations Charter, in particular the 

principle of the sovereign equality of states, the prohibition of threatening 

with or using force against the territorial integrity or the political indepen¬ 

dence of a state, the ban on interference in the domestic affairs of other 

states, the principle of fulfilling international duties in good faith and the 

principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic holds 

that treaties which are in conflict with a peremptory norm of international 

law (jus cogens) under Articles 49 and 50 of the Draft are absolutely invalid 

from the moment of their conclusion. The provisions of Articles 49 and 50 of 

the Draft also explain the invalidity of treaties not based on equal rights of 

the contracting parties and of colonial treaties. 

In view of the dangerous acts of aggression of imperialist powers against 

peaceable peoples in several parts of the world, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the German Democratic Republic attaches particular importance to 

the provision in Article 70 of the Draft, which is directed against the misuse 

of the Convention by an aggressor state, because this provision is suited to 

corroborate and extend the international ban on aggressive wars. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic is 

convinced that the conclusion of the Convention on the Law of Treaties on 

the basis of sovereign equality of all states will make an important contribu¬ 

tion to the strengthening of peace and the development of friendly coopera¬ 

tion among states. 

Berlin, 4 April 1968 



Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic of 2 Octo¬ 

ber 1968 to the Twenty-Third. Session of the United Nations General Assembly 

concerning the agenda item "Draft Convention on Special Missions" (Resolu¬ 

tion of the UN General Assembly No. 2273 (XXII) of 1 December 1967) 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has followed with 

interest the work of the United Nations International Law Commission on 

the draft articles on special missions and welcomes the efforts of the United 

Nations to complete the codification of international diplomatic law in 

accordance with the requirements of inter-governmental cooperation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that 

the fixing of positive international rules on special missions can promote the 

development of friendly relations among all states, irrespective of their 

political and social order, thus contributing to the safeguarding and strength¬ 

ening of peace and international security. 

It regards the present draft articles as a suitable basis for the successful 

completion of the codification work and for the adoption of a convention on 

special missions which takes into account the interests of all states. 

In view of the growing need for an ever closer inter-governmental coopera¬ 

tion, the Government of the German Democratic Republic considers it 

essential that the principle of universality should be observed, without 

restriction, in the prospective convention. It therefore welcomes the principle 

laid down in Article 7 of the draft articles according to which the existence 

of diplomatic or consular relations is not necessary for the sending or 

reception of a special mission. 

According to the experience of the German Democratic Republic the 

sending of special missions does not only serve the solution of individual 

questions of common interest, but also helps strengthen and normalize bilat¬ 

eral relations between states in general. It is especially under this aspect that 

the Government of the German Democratic Republic thinks it most 

necessary to ensure by way of the prospective convention that the principles 

and provisions relating to the reception and sending of special missions are 

applied in the relations between all states. This doubtlessly presupposes that 

the principle contained in Article 7 of the draft articles according to which 

any state, without exception, is entitled to send and receive special missions 

is fixed with binding force. 
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The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that 

the changes in international treaty practice that have taken place since the 

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic and Consular Relations was concluded 

should also be taken as criterion in drawing up the provisions of accession to 

the convention on special missions. The requirements of universal inter¬ 

governmental cooperation are taken into account by the provisions of 

accession as laid down in various important, recently concluded treaties 

-such as the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in 

Outer Space and Under Water; the Treaty Governing the Exploration and 

Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies; the 

Treaty on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return 

of Objects Launched into Outer Space and the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera¬ 

tion of Nuclear Weapons-according to which provisions these treaties are 

open to all states for signature and accession, respectively. Such regulations 

of accession should also be applied in the convention on special missions 

whose subject is the codification of general rules of international law and 

which is therefore of interest for all states. These regulations are in 

accordance with the principle of universality, and under the present condi¬ 

tions of the existence of states with differing social orders and varied po¬ 

litical, military and economic alliances they are particularly necessary for 

widening and strengthening cooperation between states. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has noted with 

satisfaction that in regard to privileges and immunities the draft articles on 

special missions are to a great extent patterned on the Vienna Convention on 

Diplomatic Relations and take the practical requirements into account. 

However, in its opinion the provision contained in Article 50, paragraph 2 (c) 

is regrettably at variance with this since it leaves it to the discretion of each 

state to restrict at its convenience the privileges and immunities of the 

special missions provided for in the draft articles. It is quite obvious that 

this provision makes it easier for certain imperialist states to continue their 

interventionist policies of discrimination against and disregard of the 

sovereign equality of other states. 

Other provisions which in the opinion of the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic are inconsistent with the principles of valid inter¬ 

national law and practical requirements include the last phrase of Article 25, 

paragraph 1, which calls in question the inviolability of the premises of the 

special mission by allowing the authorities of the receiving State to enter the 

premises of the mission in cases of disaster without requiring the consent of 

the head of the mission. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expresses the wish 
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that the view of the German Democratic Republic on the present draft 

articles be taken into account in the prospective convention. 

It is convinced that the conclusion of a onvention on special missions, 

which is based on the principles and rules of valid international law and 

ensures the universal participation of all states, would contribute essentially 

to the development and consolidation of peaceful international cooperation. 

Berlin, 2 October 1968 



Letter of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 

Otto Winzer, of 25 April 1968 transmitted to Executive Secretary Francis 

Masson of the United Nations Conference on Road Traffic, together with a 

statement of the German Democratic Republic on the draft Convention on 

Road Traffic and the draft Convention on Road Signs and Signals 

With reference to documents E/CONF. 56/1 of 3 August 1967 and 

E/CONF. 56/3 of 4 October 1967, I send you annexed hereto a statement of 

the attitude of the German Democratic Republic to the draft Convention on 

Road Traffic and the draft Convention on Road Signs and Signals. 

The German Democratic Republic considers that, in deciding which States 

shall be invited to take part in the Conference to be held at Vienna in 

October and November for the purpose of revising the said drafts and which 

States shall participate in the preparatory work of that Conference, con¬ 

sideration should be given to the States which are Contracting Parties to 

the texts in question. These include the German Democratic Republic, which, 

as a successor State to the former German Reich, is a Contracting Party to 

the 1926 Convention relative to Motor Traffic. Accordingly, the Ministry 

Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic cannot, in conformity 

with the rules of international law, approve of the ECOSOC resolution which 

limits the number of countries participating in the Conference, in violation 

of the provisions of that Convention. 

For the above reasons, I should be glad if you would enable the German 

Democratic Republic to participate in the Vienna Conference on an equal 

footing with other States. 

I would also request you to arrange for my letter and the attached state¬ 

ment to be included in the Conference documentation and brought to the 

notice of the Contracting Parties to the 1926 and 1949 Conventions on Road 

Traffic. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



Position of the Ministry of the Interior ol the German Democratic Republic 

with regard to the drafts of the 

Convention on Road Traffic (E/CONF. 56/1) 

Convention on Road Signs and Signals (E/CONF. 56/3) 

As one of the successor States of the former German Reich, the German 

Democratic Republic inherited the latter's rights as a Contracting Party to 

the International Convention relative to Motor Traffic of 24 April 1926 and 

has strictly fulfilled all the obligations arising therefrom. As a Contracting 

Party to the said Convention, the German Democratic Republic is therefore 

entitled to take part, on an equal footing with other States, in all conferences 

concerned with the revision of the Convention. 

This legal claim is further strengthened in respect of the Conference 

scheduled to take place at Vienna in October and November 1968 by the fact 

that, pursuant to article 49 of the draft Convention on Road Traffic, the new 

Convention, upon its entry into force, shall terminate and replace, in rela¬ 

tions between the Contracting Parties, the 1926 Convention. The German 

Democratic Republic bases its attitude on the fact that the conclusion of the 

said Conventions will bring about an extensive standardization of the 

provisions governing road traffic and road signs and signals. The GDR has 

a large stock of motor vehicles and owing to its geographic position in the 

centre of Europe it is an important transit country, with an ever growing 

volume of international transit and tourist motor traffic. 

Consequently, any discrimination against the German Democratic Re¬ 

public would have an extremely negative effect on international co-operation 

in the field of motor traffic and would be prejudicial to the aims of the 

Conventions. 

A. Draft Convention on Road Traffic 

Chapter II 

1. Article 6-Directions given by authorized officials 

These provisions agree with those in force in the German Democratic 

Republic. The latter, however, include a further provision to the effect 

that at an intersection the traffic police may stop the traffic coming from 

three directions. 
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This provisions appears in article 2 of the Road Traffic Ordinance and 

reads as follows: 

"Traffic police standing so as to cut across the direction of traffic . .. 

"Stop." 

"Arm(s) outstretched horizontally across the direction of traffic: this 

may also be a stop signal... 

"Right arm stretched forward: Additional stop for all vehicles ap¬ 

proaching the traffic police from the right, including those turning 

right (3-side stop signal)." 

When the "3-side stop signal" is used, only the drivers approaching the 

traffic police from the left may proceed. They may enter the intersection 

by driving straight on, turning right or turning left. 

The "3-side stop signal" is used in particular when there is heavy left¬ 

turning traffic at an intersection. By stretching out his right arm in a 

forward direction the traffic police can stop the traffic moving towards 

the left-turning traffic and enable the latter to clear the intersection 

unhindered. 

By applying this rule, the traffic police can considerably improve the 

flow of traffic at intersections. 

2. Article 18-Intersections and priorities 

The rule laid down in paragraph 3 of this article has been laid down in 

the legislation of the German Democratic Republic since 1964. 

The Road Traffic Ordinance contains the following provision on the 

subject: "Every driver emerging onto or crossing a road from a field 

path, forest path or other path must yield the right of way to vehicles 

travelling on that road." So far, this provision has not led to any com¬ 

plications in practice. 

3. Article 19-Level-crossings (grade-roads) 

As a rule, collisions between road vehicles and rail-borne vehicles have 

serious consequences. Extremely precise rules are therefore required for 

governing the behaviour of drivers of road vehicles at level-crossings, 

in order to reduce as far as possible the risk inherent in their behaviour. 

In the German Democratic Republic, a number of rules have been estab¬ 

lished in this connexion which go far beyond the scope of those in ar¬ 

ticle 19 of the draft Convention. 

The most important rules in force in the GDR concerning behaviour at 

level-crossings are given below. It would be appreciated if consideration 

could be given to the possibility of including them in article 19. (The 

nomenclature of the traffic signs has been brought into line with that 

used in the draft Convention on Road Signs and Signals.) 
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"(1) Road-users are required to pay special attention and take particular 

care at all railway crossings. The obligation to take such precautions 

holds good also at railway crossings which are equipped with gates or 

flashing light signals. 

"(2) On approaching a railway crossing, drivers must so reduce the 

speed of their vehicles that they are able, in the given visibility and road 

conditions, to make sufficiently sure that the railway crossing can be 

traversed without danger and if necessary to stop the vehicle in time at 

the warning cross (annex 3, signs B.7a, B.7b, B.7C) before the railway 

crossing. The maximum permissible speed after the third warning sign 

(annex 3, sign A.27c), or within a distance of 80 m from railway cross¬ 

ings not identified by warning signs, until the end of the crossing, is 

30 km per hour. 

"(3) Drivers of vehicles carrying dangerous goods, of motorbuses, lor¬ 

ries and motor vehicles with trailers in which, pursuant to article 23, 

more than eight persons are carried must stop before every railway 

crossing at the warning cross, independent of the provisions in para¬ 

graph 2. They may not proceed until they have made sufficiently sure 

that the crossing can be traversed without danger. 

"(4) It is forbidden to traverse a railway crossing when: 

(a) a rail-borne vehicle can be seen approaching; 

(b) warning is given by a flashing red light, whistle or auditory signal 

of the approach of a rail-borne vehicle; 

(c) the gates or half-gates are closing or have closed, when they are 

being opened or when it is not absolutely clear from their position or 

movement that the barrier of the railway crossing has been raised; 

(d) it is made clear by warning signals, barriers or safety equipment 

that the gates are closed; 

(e) the existence of recognizable traffic jams or other traffic situations 

would necessitate stopping on the railway crossing; or 

(f) in the case of combined gate and flashing light signals, only one set 

of signals indicates that the gates are closing. 

“(5) In all the cases mentioned in paragraph 4, animals and vehicles 

must be brought to a halt at the warning crosses; pedestrians must stop 

at the warning crosses. At the same time, all crossroads or junctions 

must be kept clear. 

“(6) After the warning sign (annex 3, sign A.24 or A.25), axled motor 

vehicles must not overtake. After the third warning sign, or within a 

distance of 80 metres from railway crossings, no motor vehicles or 

vehicles of any kind may overtake. When vehicles stop at warning 

crosses, pursuant to paragraph 3, other vehicles may not pass them. The 
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prohibitions to overtake arising from the provision in article 8, para¬ 

graph 5, and from the longitudinal markings (lines in accordance with 

annex 2, section II, figs. 1 and 3) are unaffected by this ruling. 

“(7) Drivers may not halt, park or turn in an area 80 metres before or 

80 metres after railway crossings, or on the crossing itself. When the 

lights are used, they should always be dimmed when the vehicle is 

halted at railway crossings.” 

4. Article 29-Rail-borne vehicles 

It has been repeatedly demonstrated in practice that the process of over¬ 

taking and passing, in the case of large lorries and trams whose tracks 

run along the carriageway, can be very difficult and may seriously 

obstruct the flow of traffic. Lorries are often unable to overtake the tram 

because of the narrowness of the road. If they travel too close behind 

the tram, it can lead to traffic jams. If, however, the driver of the lorry 

keeps at a sufficient distance from the tram in front-if he is unable to 

overtake or pass-at least this enables other smaller vehicles to over¬ 

take. 

Accordingly, the Road Traffic Ordinance of the German Democratic 

Republic contains the following provision: 

"If a driver cannot overtake, he must keep at such a distance behind 

the rail-borne vehicle that other vehicles may overtake without 

hindrance.” 

It would be desirable to consider whether an addition to article 29 along 

these lines would promote a better flow of traffic. 

5. Article 32-Lighting: General requirements 

The terms "night” and "inadequate visibility” are not clearly defined, 

since there are no objectively measurable criteria. Hence a great deal 

of latitude is left to the subjective perception of the driver of the vehicle 

and there can be wide variations in the time for lighting up. 

In the German Democratic Republic, drivers of vehicles have been given 

an approximative yardstick for the uniform time for putting the lights 

on, in that the range of vision has been established as the objective crite¬ 

rion. A distinction is made between "outside built-up areas” and "inside 

built-up areas”, in order to take account of the relationship between 

vision, maximum permissible speed and braking distance. 

In accordance with the provision which has proved its worth in the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic, a text along the following lines might be 

considered for paragraph 1 of article 32 of the Convention: 

"Within the meaning of this article, 'night' or 'inadequate visibility' 

(for example, on account of fog, snow, heavy rain or passage through 
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a tunnel) exists when persons or vehicles outside built-up areas are 

no longer discernible at a distance of about 200 metres, and inside 

built-up areas at a distance of about 100 metres." 

B. Draft of annex 5 of the Convention on Road Traffic 

Chapter II-Illuminating lights, signalling lights and reflecting devices 

1. Paragraph 24 

Experience shows that serious road accidents occur, especially on motor¬ 

ways and long-distance roads, when there is only one electrical wiring 

for rear lights, because a defect results in complete failure of the rear 

identification lights. 

Consequently, under the law of the German Democratic Republic, sepa¬ 

rate wiring is required for rear lights. 

It would be useful to include such a requirement in paragraph 24, i.e. 

that at least the rear lights on the left and right sides of motor vehicles 

and trailer vehicles should each be wired separately. Where there are 

several rear lights on each side of the vehicle, these should be suitably 

wired so that when one connexion fails, at least one rear light still 

remains in operation on each side of the vehicle. 

2. Paragraph 31 

The rear identification lights of vehicles which are obliged to stop at 

night as a result of a breakdown, accident or other reasons not connected 

with the traffic, often leave much to be desired. In particular, there are 

very dangerous moments in the period between the stopping of the 

vehicle and the setting up of the necessary warning sign (see article 23, 

paragraph 5, of the draft Convention on Road Traffic). 

In the German Democratic Republic, equipment has been developed and 

tested whereby all the flashing lights on a vehicle can be made to flash 

simultaneously. In this way, the other road-users can be warned as soon 

as the vehicle stops that there is an unusual traffic obstruction. It is 

planned to draw up a legal provision shortly for the use of this equip¬ 

ment. 

On the basis of the experience acquired in this connexion, it is re¬ 

commended that paragraph 31 should be supplemented as follows: 

"For the additional safety of a vehicle which has been brought to a 

standstill outside a built-up area on account of an accident, break¬ 

down, etc. it must be possible to switch on the flashing lights in such 

a way that all the flashing lights installed on the vehicle or trailer 

flash simultaneously." 
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Chapter Ill-Other requirements 

1. Paragraph 39 

The requirement that motor vehicles must be equipped with a rear-view 

mirror should also be compulsory for motor cycles. 

The German Democratic Republic has a large number of motor cycles. 

Experience shows that in the case of dense road traffic, even the motor 

cyclist cannot safely comply with his obligations to keep both front 

and rear traffic under constant observation unless his vehicle is 

equipped with a rear-view mirror which emables him to have a view of 

the rear traffic without undue bodily contortions. 

Accordingly, in the German Democratic Republic motor cycles are 

required by law to be equipped with at least one rear-view mirror. 

2. Paragrah 41 

The German Democratic Republic attaches great importance to the ECE 

proposal that every motor vehicle with a windscreen-wiper should also 

be equipped with a windscreen-washer. 

On wet carriageways, the windscreen becomes heavily misted up and 

bespattered when vehicles are overtaken or meet oncoming traffic. 

It is not always possible to clean the windscreen adequately with the 

customary windscreen-wiper alone, particularly in winter when the 

carriageway has been sprayed with thawing agents. As a result, the 

driver's visibility is impaired. 

C. Draft Convention on Road Signs and Signals 

I. Chapter II 

1. Article 7 

The recommendation that road signs should be lighted or equipped 

with reflecting material is supported as an advantageous measure. 

The usefulness of such a requirement is confirmed by the favourable 

experience already acquired in the German Democratic Republic. Since 

1960, reflecting traffic signs have been used on an increasing scale. In 

order to make them more noticeable even by day, the red and yellow 

colours are also done with fluorescent paints. Illuminated traffic signs 

are used in large numbers, particulary in towns, preference being given 

to priority, direction and warning signs. 

In the German Democratic Republic, the measurements and use of 

traffic signs must conform to a fixed standard, which is legally binding 

for the whole of the territory. 

On the basis of the experience so far acquired in the German Demo- 

7 9502 - 2 97 



cratic Republic, it is suggested that the recommendation in article 7 

should be supplemented, so that not only warning signs and the pro¬ 

hibitory and mandatory signs, but also priority and direction signs in 

particular, should be lighted or equipped with reflecting material. This 

would create the prior conditions for the good guidance of motor vehicle 

drivers when driving in the dark. 

2. Article 10, paragraph 7 

In the German Democratic Republic, the sign B.3-priority road-is used 

to identify intersections, at which priority is regulated according to the 

principle "main road-secondary road". Consequently, it is set up both 

at individual intersections and at succeeding intersections to indicate 

which approaches have priority. In the latter case, the repeated signs 

also indicate the course of a priority road. 

Contrary to the provisions of the draft Convention, the sign B.3 is placed 

not after the intersection, but immediately before the intersection, and 

applies to the latter only. In any case, the sign B.l or B.2b is set up on 

the approaches where the traffic must yield right of way. 

This arrangement has the following advantages: 

(a) Experience has shown that the driver of a motor vehicle ascertains 

the priority situation and makes his decision accordingly immediately 

before he reaches the intersection. The traffic signs in the German 

Democratic Republic offer him two alternatives: 

If he finds the sign "priority road" at the approach to an intersection, 

he knows without a doubt that at that intersection he has priority 

over the drivers on roads crossing or entering it. 

If he does not find such a sign, the roads have equal priority and the 

principle of "right before left" applies, pursuant to article 18, para¬ 

graph 5(a) of the draft Convention on Road Traffic. 

(b) When the sign "priority road" was placed immediately after the 

intersection, it often escaped the driver's notice. When that happened, 

the driver, on approaching the intersection, had doubts about the 

priority rules and became uncertain. This state of affairs has been 

largely remedied by the clear sign posting of intersections, which 

has also resulted in a better flow of traffic on priority roads. 

(c) As the traffic sign "priority road" applies only at the intersection 

where it is set up, the use of the traffic sign B.4-"End of priority"-is 

superfluous, because the absence of the sign B.3 clearly indicates that 

there is no priority. 

II. Chapter III 

1. Article 22, paragraph 1(a) (iii) 
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The provision in the draft Convention that the amber light of traffic 

signals shall be shown only after the green light or at the same time 

as the red light, is not considered suitable. 

Experience in the German Democratic Republic shows that it is more 

advisable to show the amber light at the same time as the green 

light. The showing of the amber light at the same time as the green light 

should not mean that vehicles are no longer authorized to proceed. 

Rather, it should indicate to the approaching driver that the signals are 

about to change. 

Drivers of vehicles who are already so close to the intersection when 

the amber light is shown that they can no longer stop their vehicle with 

safety may still clear the intersection. The other drivers must prepare 

to stop. 

Experience has shown that drivers of vehicles react positively to this 

combination of light signals. The safety and flow of traffic at intersec¬ 

tions regulated by light signals is thereby increased. 

2. Article 23, paragraph 1(b) 

According to the experience acquired in the German Democratic Repub¬ 

lic, a flashing green light for pedestrian signals is neither necessary nor 

advisable. A flashing green light has a stimulating effect on the pedes¬ 

trian and encourages him to step quickly onto the carriageway, or to 

cross it, before the signal turns against him. In so doing he often neg¬ 

lects, in his haste, to pay the necessary attention or to take proper care, 

thereby creating a direct potential traffic hazard. 

Furthermore, numerous traffic observations have shown that because of 

the slowness of his movements the pedestrian needs no time to prepare 

for the change of signals. 

III. Chapter V 

Article 33, paragraph 3 

The inclusion of this paragraph is particularly recommended in the inter¬ 

ests of increased safety at level crossings. In the German Democratic 

Republic, the sign B.2 "stop” at level crossings is already customary and 

is sanctioned in the rules for the use of traffic signs. Experience has shown 

that the safety at a number of level crossings has increased as a result. 

IV. Annex 6, paragraph 3(c) 

In the German Democratic Republic, all prohibitions and restrictions in¬ 

dicated by traffic signs generally apply until the next crossing or road 

junction. In the latter case, it is unimportant whether the road joins at the 

side where the signs are placed or at the opposite side. If the prohibitions 

or restrictions are to continue, they must be repeated by the signs being 
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placed again after every crossing or road junction. This ensures that all 

drivers turning into that section of the road at a crossing or road junction 

are made aware of the existing prohibitions or restrictions. Although this 

method necessitates a greater number of traffic signs, it prevents conflict¬ 

ing situations which might arise from ignorance of the situation. 

It might be worth while to consider the advisability of supplementing the 

draft Convention by making prohibitory and restrictive signs valid until 

the next road junction, regardless of whether the latter is on the same side 

as the sign, or on the opposite side. 

D. Final Provisions of the Convention-chapter VI, article 46, of the Con¬ 

vention on Road Traffic and chapter VI, article 37, of the Convention on 

Road Signs and Signals. 

On the basis of the principle of the universality of international agree¬ 

ments and of the right of every sovereign State to participate in inter¬ 

national agreements, the German Democratic Republic proposes that the 

final provisions in the above-mentioned drafts should be amended so that 

signature of or accession to the individual Conventions is not made depend¬ 

ent on compliance with a number of additional conditions. 

The German Democratic Republic suggests that the above texts of arti¬ 

cle 46 of the Convention on Road Traffic, and of article 37 of the Conven¬ 

tion on Road Signs and Signals should be drafted as follows: 

"l.This Convention shall be open until.for signature by 

all States.” 

2. No change. 

”3. This Convention shall remain open for accession by all States. The 

instrument of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations.” 

4. No change. 

Berlin, 25 April 1968 



Statement of the Government of the German Democratic Republic to Execu¬ 

tive Secretary Francis Masson of the United Nations Conference on Road 

Traffic concerning the progress and results of the Conference 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has closely followed 

the progress and results at present achieved by the Conference on Road 

Traffic, and considers it necessary to make the following statement: 

Notwithstanding the proclaimed universal and humanitarian nature of 

this Conference's work, in defence of which the representatives of the social¬ 

ist States and of a number of other States have spoken out resolutely, the 

number of participants at the Conference was arbitrarily restricted. 

Although the German Democratic Republic, a State which is a rightful 

successor to the former German Reich, has all the rights and obligations aris¬ 

ing out of the 1926 International Convention relating to Road Traffic and 

has always strictly adhered to them, it was not permitted, despite its ex¬ 

pressed readiness, to take part in the Conference, and has no possibility of 

acceding to the Conventions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic vigorously protests 

against such an act of injustice, which is grossly at variance with inter¬ 

national law and the United Nations Charter and directly furthers the aggres¬ 

sive and revanchist claims of the West German Federal Government to be 

the sole representative of the whole German people. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic once again empha¬ 

sizes that two States at present exist on the territory of the former German 

Reich, to wit, the sovereign German Democratic Republic and the Federal 

Republic of Germany; and also an independent political entity. West Berlin. 

In the light of this de facto and de jure situation, the West German Gov¬ 

ernment cannot be the representative either of "Germany”, or of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic, or of the independent political entity of West Ber¬ 

lin, in international or other affairs. Such attempts demonstrate the aggressive 

and revanchist character of the West German Government and are designed 

to prevent the development of peaceful co-operation among States. They 

are directed against the peoples' longing that European security should be 

ensured. 

In this connexion, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
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wishes to bring to the attention of participants in the Conference that the 

Federal Republic of Germany has no basis in law for claiming either for 

itself alone or for the independent political entity. West Berlin, the distinguish¬ 

ing sign "D", which was established under the 1926 Convention and is valid 

for both German States. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic states that it will 

not recognize any provisions adopted by this Conference, or any other acts 

which affect or harm the legitimate rights and interests of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic. Should such provisions nevertheless be adopted, the Gov¬ 

ernment of the German Democratic Republic will reserve the right to take 

such measures as it may consider necessary to protect its sovereign rights 

and interests and to rebut the claims of West Germany to be the sole repre¬ 

sentative of the whole German people . 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic wishes to express 

its profound regret at the West German Government's claims to be only 

rightful spokesman for the whole of Germany, and at the restriction of the 

number of participants in the Conference and of Parties to the two Conven¬ 

tions, which is at variance with international law and gravely threatens the 

solution of the humanitarian problems with which the Conference is faced. 

Berlin, 5 November 1968 



Letter of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Repub¬ 

lic, Otto Winzer, of 17 April 1968 to President Emanuel Treu of the Twenty- 

Third Plenary Session of the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe, stating the GDR's claim to equal cooperation in the ECE 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic whose policy is 

directed at establishing a system of European security and developing con¬ 

structive cooperation among the peoples of our continent, watches with great 

interest the endeavours of the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (ECE) increasingly to devote its attention to scientific-technological 

cooperation, thus meeting an urgent requirement of our time. Also the Com¬ 

mission's activities undertaken or envisaged in fields like water management, 

transport, the chemical industry and others, are much heeded in the German 

Democratic Republic. 

At the 23rd Plenary Session further possibilities will be sought of solving 

the above mentioned problems by intensifying joint efforts of the European 

states. In this connection there can be no doubt that major successes in further 

developing cooperation in this and in other fields can be achieved only if 

the close interaction between the economic and the political general situation 

in the ECE region is kept in mind. 

In this sense the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, re¬ 

ferring to the principles of the United Nations Charter and acting in accord¬ 

ance with the wording of its terms of reference, has on several occasions 

declared that it stands up for the obligation to promote the cooperation of 

states in its sphere on the basis of sovereign equality, the safeguarding of 

peace and for the benefit of its peoples. This is particularly obvious from 

Resolution 1 (XXI) of 29 April 1966 and from the unanimously adopted 

Declaration of 13 April 1967 on the occasion of the session marking the 

20th anniversary of the ECE. 

In agreement with this, UN Secretary General U Thant, in his messages 

of greetings to the plenary sessions of the ECE (E/ECE/621 of 14 April 1966, 

E/ECE/660 of 11 April 1967), repeatedly emphasized the need for letting 

all European peoples share in regional cooperation. 

From what has here been stated in principle follows as one of the most 

important tasks the normalization of the relations between the German 

Democratic Republic and the ECE. In that way also the socialist state of the 
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German nation, the peace-loving German Democratic Republic, would be 

given the opportunity of participating in the activities of the ECE on the 

same basis as other European countries. 

The ECE was set up as a UN body for the beneficial cooperation of the 

European peoples. It should not be tolerated any more that certain states 

misuse the ECE for their political purposes which are in contradiction to the 

tasks and objectives of this UN body. 

The relevant ECE publications testify to the steady advance of the GDR 

economy and to its rich experiences in science and technology. They thus 

confirm the capacity of the GDR of cooperating effectively in fulfilling the 

tasks the ECE has set itself. Just like the other European peoples, the people 

of the German Democratic Republic is entitled to participation, on a basis 

of equal rights, in regional economic and scientific-technological cooperation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is ready to make its 

contribution to the important activities of the ECE. 

I wish the 23rd Plenary Session to take ^successful course under your 

tested direction. 



Application of the German Democratic Republic for membership in the 

World Health Organization 

Letter of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 

Otto Winzer, of 2 April 1968, to Director General Dr. M. G. Candau of the 

World Health Organization 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Government of the German Democratic 

Republic, to apply for membership of the German Democratic Republic in 

the World Health Organization on the basis of Articles 3 and 6 the latter's 

Constitution. 

I request you to bring the application, according to Rule 113 of the Rules 

of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, to the notice of all member 

states of the Organization and to submit it for consideration to the 21st World 

Health Assembly. 

In making this application the Government of the German Democratic 

Republic has been guided by the principles contained in the Preamble of the 

Constitution of the World Health Organization, the implementation of which 

is dependent on the closest cooperation among all states. 

The German Democratic Republic maintains a highly developed public 

health system and thus is in a position to make an important contribution to 

the solution of the world-wide tasks facing the World Health Organization. 

Permit me to assure you, on behalf of the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic, that the German Democratic Republic will conscien¬ 

tiously fulfil the obligations arising from its membership in the World 

Health Organization. 

Accept, Mr. Director General, the assurances of my distinguished con¬ 

sideration. 

Berlin, 2 April 1968 



Memorandum oi the Government oi the German Democratic Republic to the 

21st World Health Assembly 

In accordance with Articles 3 and 6 of the Constitution of the World Health 

Organization, the Government of the German Democratic Republic has 

applied for membership of the World Health Organization. 

As a sovereign and independent state the German Democratic Republic 

fulfils the legal and factual requirements for admission as are laid down in 

the WHO Constitution. The principle embodied in the WHO Constitution 

that governments have a responsibility for the health of their peoples has 

been fully implemented in the German Democratic Republic. This principle 

has again been laid down in the new socialist Constitution of the German 

Democratic Republic, namely in Article 35 which says: “Every citizen of the 

German Democratic Republic has the right to have his health and labour 

power protected." The World Health Organization has declared health to 

be a fundamental right of every man, without distinction of race, religion, 

political belief, economic or social position, and invited governments to take 

suitable measures to this end. The socialist Constitution of the German Dem¬ 

ocratic Republic makes it incumbent on society to take care of a systematic 

improvement of the working and living conditions, the health of the people, 

a comprehensive social welfare policy, the promotion of physical culture, 

school and people's sports and tourism. Under a comprehensive social insur¬ 

ance system material security, free medical aid, drugs and other medical 

benefits are ensured in case of illness and accidents. 

As a result of the fact that these measures form a unity, complementing 

each other, the right to have one's health protected is guaranteed and has 

become objective reality. On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the 

foundation of the World Health Organization, the Government of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic states with great satisfaction that all principles 

embodied in the WHO Constitution have come true in the GDR and are 

guaranteed by means of comprehensive domestic legislation in the field of 

health and social services. 
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I 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic and all parties existing 

in the GDR, which are guided by the principle to fully develop the personal¬ 

ity of every citizen and to work for the continuous raising of the living 

standards of the whole people, regard the constant improvement of the state 

of health of the whole population as a noble duty and deeply humanistic 

concern. The German Democratic Republic maintains a highly developed 

public health system and the necessary scientific institutions. In line with the 

social conditions and objectives of the German Democratic Republic, diseases 

are not regarded as fate; combatting them is not a matter of concern for each 

individual citizen but a common task devolving on state and society. Effec¬ 

tive medical care is therefore given to all citizens regardless of the social 

position they hold. The doctor can fulfil his tasks in the spirit of genuine 

humanity without having to worry about his means of existence. 

The greatest social achievements which have had far-reaching effects on 

the improvement of the state of health of the GDR people are the abolition of 

exploitation of man by man and the elimination of economic crises, unem¬ 

ployment and social insecurity. 

At present there are in the German Democratic Republic 721 hospitals 

with a total of 202,679 beds, i.e. 118.7 beds are available per 10,000 inhabi¬ 

tants. There are 417 polyclinics, 850 ambulatoria, 931 out-patient centres, 

869 state medical and 510 state dental practices for out-patient treatment. 

2,402 doctors and 2,988 dentists work in private practices. 

In the German Democratic Republic there is at present one doctor per 

740 inhabitants, whereas in 1959 there was one doctor per 1,210 inhabitants. 

A total of 343,500 persons is employed in the health and social services, i.e. 

4.5 per cent of all working citizens. 

Relevant laws and decrees in the German Democratic Republic oblige all 

government and economic organs as well as enterprises and institutions to 

regard production, health protection and labour safety as forming one unit, 

and to consider as part of their tasks to shape the working and living con¬ 

ditions so as to promote the health of the people. The law on the long-term 

plan, for example, expressly states in connection with the principal tasks 

facing the GDR national economy up to 1970: “The material possibilities for 

the development of production and technology are to be utilized in such a 

way that the progress achieved in these fields includes the ensuring of work¬ 

ing conditions excluding accidents and meeting the requirements of industrial 

hygiene." 

This law obliges the local organs of state power ". . . to see to it that 

necessary measures laid down by law be taken by the enterprises with a 

view to further restrict and eliminate air and water pollution." These and 
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many other measures increasingly gain in importance with regard to imple¬ 

menting prophylactic health protection. 

General and free medical care in the German Democratic Republic is 

ensured by a comprehensive social insurance system. There is a uniform 

social insurance system of the workers and employees attached to the Con¬ 

federation of Free German Trade Unions which pays for the insured persons 

and their dependents the costs for prophylactic, therapeutic and metaphy- 

lactic measures taken by the health service institutions and also makes cash 

payments in case of pregnancy, for old-age pensioners and in case of illness 

and invalidity. In case of illness all working people receive for a period of 

six weeks sick pay and wage equalization amounting to 90 per cent of their 

take-home pay. Upon expiry of that period the sick pay amounts to 50 per 

cent of the earnings for which the insured person has to pay contributions to 

the social insurance fund. In 1966 the social insurance fund had a total of 

7,123 million Mark in receipts as against an expenditure of 9,687 million 

Mark. That means that a grant of over 2,500 million Mark was made out of 

the national budget to the social insurance fund. In 1956 a special insurance 

fund attached to the German Insurance Company was established to cover 

the insurance for members of agricultural and crafts cooperatives and for 

self-employed persons and free-lance workers. 

In the German Democratic Republic public health spending has been 

increasing from year to year as a result of the steadily rising demands made 

on health care and on the basis of the growing economic potentialities. 

The national income, for example, rose from 29,100 million Mark in 1950 

to 82,800 million in 1965, i.e. to 285 per cent. In the same period the 

expenditure made available in the national budget for health and social 

services (including social insurance and old-age pensions) increased from 

some 5,000 to 16,700 million Mark, i.e. to over 330 per cent; in addition, the 

cultural and social funds of the nationally-owned enterprises also provide 

large sums for the health protection of their workers. That means that in 

1965 more than one quarter of the total expenditure of the national budget 

was spent on health and social purposes. This proportion was 25.2 per cent 

in 1966. 

On the basis of the social and economic conditions described above and 

guided by the endeavour to utilize the latest scientific findings as soon as 

possible for the practical health care it was possible to achieve good results 

in various fields of the GDR health service. For example, the methods applied 

in the combatting of tuberculosis and tumour diseases, in the detection of 

diabetes and the progress reached in the fight against acute rheumatism have 

won international recognition. 

Measures designed to combat infectious diseases continue to be a priority 
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in our health policy. In the field of public health activities center on the con¬ 

sistent application of science-based measures to prevent epidemics. In an 

effort to reduce the morbidity of infectious diseases particular attention was 

paid to systematic preventive inoculations of the population. There has been 

a marked decline in the morbidity of diseases for the prevention of which 

highly effective vaccines are available. This can best be seen in the case of 

poliomyelitis which has completely disappeared in the GDR since 1963. 

Average life expectancy, calculated according to the mortality tables from 

1963 to 1966, was over 68.49 years for men and over 73.53 years for women. 

Infant mortality was in 1967 reduced to 21.2 per 1,000 born alive, which 

means a reduction by 50 per cent since 1955. In 1966 only 1.9 new infections 

of tuberculosis were registered per 10,000 inhabitants, while their number 

was still 51 in 1950. As a result of the comprehensive fight against tubercu¬ 

losis that disease has become very rare among children. 

The high level of development of the German Democratic Republic's 

health service and medical sciences is reflected in the agreements which have 

been concluded with many states and in the GDR's membership in inter¬ 

national organizations and conventions. 

The German Democratic Republic concluded with 29 states agreements 

and arrangements on cooperation in the sphere of public health. 

The arrangements or agreements concluded between the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic and the developing countries mainly cover the sending of 

doctors and other medical personnel for the medical care of the population, 

special treatment given to patients from other countries in GDR hospitals, 

assistance rendered in the training and advanced training of medical person¬ 

nel either in their respective countries or in the GDR, equipment for poly¬ 

clinics and the holding of exhibitions by the German Hygiene Museum of 

Dresden. 

The German Democratic Republic is a party to the four Geneva conven¬ 

tions of 1949, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea of 

1948, the International Sanitary Convention of 1926, the International 

Opium Conventions of 1912 and 1925, the International Convention for 

Limiting the Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs. 

The high international recognition enjoyed by the medical sciences of the 

German Democratic Republic is evidenced by the fact that over 30 societies 

of the German Democratic Republic are already full members of inter¬ 

national medico-scientific societies. In the German Democratic Republic a 

great number of medico-scientific conferences and symposia are held every 

year with international participation. 75 such events will take place in 1968 

alone. 



II 

It ist the humanistic concern of the World Health Organization to protect the 

peoples from epidemics and diseases. 

Diseases know no boundaries. They can spread across them. Consequently, 

they have to be checked across the boundaries. Diseases and epidemics pay 

no regard as to how the states have settled their political relations among 

themselves. Nor do diseases pay regard to the social order of a state. Dis¬ 

eases concern all states. Consequently, it is in the interest of all peoples and 

states of the world that in the field of health each state is included in inter¬ 

national cooperation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is convinced that the 

best possible state of health of the peoples depends on the close cooperation 

of all states and that results achieved by any individual state in the field of 

public health are of value to all. 

Recalling the humanistic concern of the World Health Organization and 

considering the highly developed public health system of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

declares its preparedness to conscientiously fulfil all obligations arising from 

the membership of the German Democratic Republic in the World Health 

Organization. 

Berlin, 7 May 1968 



Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Re¬ 

public on the result of the discussion by the Twenty-First World Health 

Assembly of the German Democratic Republic's application for membership 

in the WHO 

The application of the German Democratic Republic for membership in the 

World Health Organization (WHO) was before the World Health Assembly 

for debate and vote. This application is in full conformity with the WHO 

Constitution and is founded on the legitimate right of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic to participate as an equal member in the work of the World 

Health Organization. 

The representatives of the GDR were denied the possibility to advocate the 

application directly in the Plenary Session of the World Health Organization. 

The representative of the West German Federal Republic misused the 

forum of the World Health Assembly for disputing the right to membership 

of the German Democratic Republic and inducing other member-states, in 

gross violation of the WHO Constitution, to support the illegal West German 

standpoint which is hostile to detente. In this way the West German govern¬ 

ment attempted to carry its aggressive pretension that it was representing all 

Germans into the World Health Organization. This sole representation 

pretension is the legal cover for the revanchist schemes of the West German 

government against the sovereign GDR which is the only of the two German 

states to have consistently fulfilled the provisions of the Potsdam Agreement 

concerning the extirpation of militarism and nazism. 

Through the plebiscite on the socialist Constitution the citizens of the GDR 

convincingly manifested their free and democratic decision in favour of the 

first truly peace-loving, democratic and socialist German state in history. 

In his statement the representative of the West German Federal Republic 

made the presumptuous attempt to force decisions upon the WHO which are 

incompatible with the Organization's humanistic aims, the United Nations 

Charter and the requirements of peaceful international cooperation. 

Failing arguments against the unambiguous rights of the German Demo¬ 

cratic Republic, the West German representative resorted to deceptive 

manoeuvres which culminated in the absurd assertion that the admission 

of the German Democratic Republic to the World Health Organization would 

run counter to a peace settlement. The facts, however, disprove such asser- 
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tions; for neither the safeguarding of European security nor the solution of 

important questions of world peace is possible at all without recognition of 

the GDR, without its participation on an equal footing. When the West Ger¬ 

man government, in spite of this and contrary to reason, clings to its 

presumptuous attitude and opposes the sovereign rights of the GDR, it only 

aggravates tensions. It is also completely in line with this policy that the 

West German Federal government prevents the establishment of normal 

relations between the two German states on an equal basis, and that it rejects 

all proposals made to this effect by the GDR. 

Acting in the spirit of the West German sole representation pretension, the 

representative of the Federal Republic had the audacity to advocate at the 

Plenary Session of the World Health Assembly in Geneva the establishment 

of an “Inter-German Office for Health Matters" to handle contacts with the 

WHO for the GDR. 

What this proposal amounts to is that the government of the West German 

Federal Republic, as a member of the WHO, also wants to represent the 

GDR in the Organization as if the GDR were a protectorate or a "Land" of 

the Federal Republic. The Government of the GDR most resolutely rejects 

this insulting and provocative manoeuvre of the Bonn government forming 

part of its annexationist endeavours which is directed against the sovereignty 

of the GDR and its equal status in international cooperation. 

It is time that the existence of the sovereign GDR is fully taken into 

account on the international scene. This necessity arises for the WHO all 

the more strongly as the GDR is in a position to contribute important ex¬ 

perience, services and knowledge in the health field to the solution of the 

noble humanitarian tasks which the WHO has set itself. 

The German Democratic Republic most emphatically upholds its legitimate 

claim to membership in the WHO. It declares that it is ready, now as before, 

to cooperate on an equal footing and in conformity with the Constitution of 

the World Health Organization in the further development of international 

health services for the universal benefit. 

Berlin, 16 May 1968 
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